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Weather. 


Fair. 
Fair and windy. 
Overcatt. 
Fair, much rain the preceding day. 
Wind and flying clouds. Froft in the sh 
Overcaft, Hard froft in the night, 
air. 
Fair. 
Fair. 
Cloudy. 
Sleet. 
Cloudy, much rain in the preceding day: 
Rain moft part the laft twenty four hourg, 
Cloudy, rain the preeeding day, 
Rajn. 
Fair and windy, 


Fair. 

Rain. 

Cloudy. 

Cloudy, rain the preceding day. 
Cloudy. 

Cloudy and windy,much rain the precedingday. 
Fair and windy. Snow in the night. 
Cloudy, froft in the night. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Rain. 

Fair. 

Cloudy. 

Cloudy. 

















HY GROMETER 


From March 20. to April zo. 1 776. 


—— 
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Day. Hour. Hyg. Day. Hour, Hgy. 
March 20 g A. M.° ¥6 Aprils 9 A.M. 85 
¢ P. M. Bo * o P. M. 96 
21 go A.M. 80 6 9 A. M. 76 
3 PM. 7 3 P M 8o 
22 9 A. M. 30 4 No obfervation. 
¢ P.M a 8 g A.M 95 
23 9 A. M.* 4% 3 P.M. 100 
3 P.M. a9 9 9 A.M. 80 
24 No obfervation. 3 P, M. go 
25 9 A.M. 86 10 9 A. M. 85 
3 P. M. go 3 P. M. go 
26 9 A.M. i00 11 9 A.M. B80 
3 P. M. 110 3 P. M. wo 
27 9 A.M. 75 12 9 A.M. 70 
3 P. M. 85 g,. P. Mo 9g 
28 g A. M. 50 13,9 A.M. 40 
3 P. M. 65 9 Pi, M. \45 
29 g A.M. 8a 14 No obfervation. 
g P.M. 75 15 9 A. M. 45 
30 9 A.M. 70 3 P.M. 50 
3 P. M. 80 16.9 A.M. 100 
31 No obfervation. 3 P. M. ito 
April 1 9g A.M. toa 17.9 A. M. Bo 
3 P. M. go 3 P, M095 
2 9 A.M. 30 3% 9 A.M 85 
3 P. M. 35 3 P. M. (95 
3 9 A.M. 50 yy g9 A.M 7e 
ae M. 60 3 Pp, M. 75 
4 9 A.M. 80 
3 P.M. 70 
Errata. P. 163. col. 2. 1. 39. after or, read three. 
P. 176. col. 1. 1. 42. for above, read following. 








H EF following veffels were ordered for trial the latter end of 
TT March, and beginning of April, having been taken by our 
feveral Cruifers with ‘catgoes jon board for the ‘ufe of the enemies 
of the United Colonies, then penned up in Bofton. Thefe are 
but a few of what. we have taken. 











Tons. 
Ship Jenny, William Fofter, 100 
Ship Concord; James Laurea, 300 
Schooner Two Sifters, .Robert Robins, 80 
Ship Friends, Archibald Bowie, 200 
Brig Sukey, M. Engs, go 
Sloop North Briton, John Ritchie 60 
Brig Nancy, Robert Hunter, . 250 
“Sloop Smith, 80 
Sloop Little Hannah, Robert Adams, . 140 
Sloop Betley, Atkinfon, 62 
Sloop Jnduftry,-Samuel Lane, 40 
Sloop Succefs, John Hitch, ; | 50 
Schooner Fifher, John Moody, . 50 
Snow James; William Littledale, 3 5 ie 
Ship Henry‘and Efther, Nellis, | 300 
* Sloop Sally, Robert Badfden, The 70 
Sloop Polly, White, 25 
Schooner, Induftry, Coffin, — 65 
Schooner, ——«<-, Dowfe, 15 
Ship Happy-Retyrn, James Hall, 130 
Ship Norfolk, Jonathan Grindal, 120 
Sloop Dolphin, ~Lot Norton, 80 
Brig St. Lawrence, James Coffin, 165 
Sloop Sally, George Middleton, 70 
Sloop Lively Locuft, Weyman, 30 
Sloop Brittannia, James Hall, — $o 
Sloop Betfey, William Heath, 115 
Ship Harriot, Wemifs Orrock, 240 
Ship Jenny, William Wood, 200 
Brig Nelly, John Robinfon, 180 
‘Sloop Rainbow, Perkins, 60 


* This floop was American property, and was taken by the Niger 


man of war, who put the faid Badfden one of their officers o0 
board as prize matter. 
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Diacocue on Civit Linrrry, 
delivered at a Public Exhibition 
in Nassau+Hast. Jan. 1776. 


Speakers, D¥**, F***, H***, 
D. ELL, Gentlemen, the 


prefent is an alarming 
feafon. Public affairs wear a dark 
and gloomy afpect. The difpute 
between the Mother-Country and 
the Colonies becomes very ferious. 
What would you think if we 
fhould converfe a little upon the 
principles on which 2 man ought to 
govern his conduct in life, and par- 
ticularlyin this political conteft. We 
are foon to*zo out into the world, 
and perhaps may be feparated from 
ore another, and {peedily engaged 
in fome of the moft important 
{cenes of active life: 

F, Lam quite happy in the pro- 
potion; and though fome may 
defpife the difcourfes of fach 
young politicians, perhaps this is 
& very proper time to try our 
powers a little in reafoning. We 
have now learned fomething of 
philofophy, of the principles of the 
focial life, as well as the policy of 
lates. We fhall here only ap- 
ply them to real life; and as our 
ftru€tions in college fhould make 
Us More judicious and penetrating 
mM our remarks, fo the application 
of theory to practice will ferve to 
make our ideas more clear and pre- 
cife, and even improve our fpecu- 
lative knowledge itfelf. What do 
you fay my friend? 

H, I have no objection to what 
you propofe, only L would be glad 
to know precifely what it is you in- 
tend to make the fubjeét of con- 
verfation. If we were to attempt 
40 treat of the claim of Great-Bri- 

Vou. IT. 


tain to levy taxes on the Colonies, 
the oppreflive acts refpecting trade, 
or the late infringement of charter- 
rights, I am afraid we fhould make 
but a lame appearance, as wanting 
both the knowledge of Jaws and 
faéts necefiary to handle that fub- 
ject with propriety, and therefore 
if you pleafe, I would make the 
quettion fimply this, What is the 
advantage of civil liberty? and 
what is its value? that we may fee 
whether it is with while to rifk 
our ail inthe conteft. In this way 
I conceive we fhall have an oppor- 
tunity of. fpeaking both as philo- 
fophers and citizens, and yet not 

retend to any thing more than 
what a well educated {cholar ouglit 
to know. 

D. 1 fubmit to your preferiptie 
on. But I mutt confefs my bofom 
burns with love to my country. I 
feel the facred flame. I do not 
wifh to extinguifh it. A real pa- 
triot appears to me the moft il- 
luftrious charaéter in human life. 
Is not the intereft and happinefs of 
his fellow creatures his care? ‘Can 
any thing be more noble? Is he 
not ready to facrifice eafe and in- 
dulgence, the fweetnefs of family 
connections, nay even fortune and 
life to the public good. This may 
be thoucht a very coftly purchafe, 
but I confefs I think otherwife ; 
the pleafure of indulging: fuch 
noble affections, and the honour 
of performing fuch glorious deeds, 
are fufficient to recommend it to 
our choice. 

But what do you mean by pro- 
pofing the queftion in this manner? 
What is the advantage of civil k- 
berty? and what is its value? Do 
you intend to infinuate that it is a 

U matter 
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matter of any doubt? Are not the 
advantages of civi/ liberty innume- 
rable, and is not its value inetti- 
mable ? Or can there be any diffi- 
culty in pointing out or difplay- 
ing thofe advantages? We may 
trace the truth to its very founda- 
tion, and reft it upon the dignity 
of human nature. Men, as we have 
been tauglt, and as I firmly be- 
lieve, are born free and equal. All 
fociety is founded on confent and 
compa&, expreffed or implied, 
And therefore, for any man, or 
body of men, to ufurp dominion 
over others, and reduce them to a 
itate of dependance ov abfolute 
will, is a perverfien of the order of 
providence, and high treafon a- 
gaint the majefly of human nature. 
But do you afk what are the ad- 
vantages of civil liberty? They are 
beyond all reckoning. It is the 
foundation of all earthly happinefs. 
Without it all other things are 
taltelefs and infipid. Our faculties 
are cramped, our enjoyments are 
embittered, and life itfelf becomes 
a burden. Well does the great 
Mr. Addifon deferibe this in the 
following lines : 
* For what is life? *tis not to ftalk about 
and draw freth air 
From time to time,and gazeupon the fun; 
‘Tis to be free; when liberty is gone 
Life grows infipid, and has loft its jelith. 
What pleafure can a man take in 
that which another can deprive 
him of, whenever he pleafes? Who 
that hath the fpirit of a man can 
fubmit to fuch indignity? He that 
fubmits without refiftance deferves 
his fate. 

I can never help reflecting upon 
the different appearances that hu- 
man nature makes, in liberty and 
in bonds. What a difference be. 
tween the carriage and language 
of a free citizen of Athens, or an 


Dialogue on Civil Liberty. 


auftere and hardy Spartan, ang 
that of a trembling and obfequious 
flave of the Perfian monarch? Wha 
a difference between the unbroken 
{pirit of a Brutus or Caflius, and 
the effeminate Anthony born in 
Rome, and yet putting the crown 
on Cefar’s head. Virtue and |j. 
berty go together, witnefs the 
fanétity of Cato’s life eom 
with Cefar and Anthony, fubdu. 
ed by Cleopatra's charms. Wasit 
not in free ftates that eloquence 
took its rife? and there it fill 
continues to reign; and not only 
eloquence, but all the other arts, 
The mind of man depreffed by ty- 
ranny at laft lofes its fpring, and 
becomes incapable of any noble 
and generous effort; whereas fe- 
curity and liberty expand and en- 
large it as well as by example and 
encouragement, and carry its fi 
culties to their utmoft perfection. 
What is it that produces and pro- 
motes agriculture and commerce? 
Is it not liberty and equal laws? 
Look into the different countries 
in the world, and there fee that 
induftry, population, and wealth, 
are the certain effeéts of liberty. 
Whereas rags and poverty, 4 ne 
glected foil, a decreafing people, 
are the effeéts of tyranny and de- 
{potifm. 

Is not this fufficient to anfwer 
the queftion as a contemplative 
philofopher? What are the advan- 
tages of civil liberty? May I not 
then, return to my favourite theme, 
the liberty, and the caufe of ™ 
country? Have we not been bor 
free? - Have we not been brought 
up in, and imbibed the princi 
of the Britifh conititution, the e0 
vy of the natidns, and the glory 
of the world? Has not this delic 
ous and extenfive country beet 
planted, cultivated, and filled by 

Britih 
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Britih induftry, and hitherto go- 
verned and protected by Britifh 
jaws? And are not our facred pri- 
yileges now impaired, and attempt- 
ed to be wrelted from us, by the 
prevalence of a mean felf-interett, 
in a part of our fellow-fubjects, I 
will not ftay to ennumerate the va- 
rious inftances in which we have 
met with unjuft and unequal treat- 
ment. I will therefore only men- 
tion the unhappy and affecting fi- 
tuation of one of the Britith calo- 
nies, befieged and trampled on by 
rifcally foldiers, for no other crime 
but abiding by the claim of con/ti- 
tutional liberty. They have retifled 
nobly and are fuffering firmly. [can- 
not help exprefling my confidence, 
that by the help of the Supreme 
and Almighty Ruler, the iffue will 
be to us fafe and happy, to them 
glorious and fuccefsful. See with 
what unanimity and zeal the inha- 
bitants of the fouthern colonies ap- 
pear in their intereft. Greatly fu- 
perior to the narrow views of im- 
mediate fecurity to themfelves, 
they feel the neceffity of a general 
anion, What virtuous mind is not 
united to them in affe€tion, and 
ambitious of affifting in the im- 
portant conflict. For my part I 
am entirely theirs. They fhall 
have all the affiftance that I can 
give by mind or body, by coun- 
el or by ftrength. Do not blame 
me for the ardor of my zeal. The 
fubje& authorifes it, the fituation 
of affairs demands it. Fervency of 
fpirit and promtitude of action are 
firft rate virtues in themfelves,when 
they are not employed in an un- 
righteous caufe.—We have cer- 
tainly fome enemies to American li- 
berty, who cover their lukewarm- 
nefs under the plaufible terms of 
prudence and moderation. I de- 
fpife the wifdom of fuch perfons. 


159 
I would rather proclaim, with a 
voice that would make the deaf to 
hear, Refift or fuffer, do or die. 
A neutral man is his country’s ene- 
my ; a moderate man is a traitor. 

F. I fmile, my friend, at the’ 
fervour of your well meant zeal. I 
imagine you have been lately read- 
ing fome of the pompous encomi- 
ums upon civil liberty, or inflam- 
matory inveétives againtt Hutchin- 
fon aad Gage, contained in the 
news-papers. 

Many of thefe, however, are 
compofed by perfons of little judg- ° 
ment and {till lefs experience. I 
would not wifh to extinguith the 
fpirit of patriotifm by which their 
writings are dictated, but perhaps 
it may not be amifs to confider 
how far their manner of expreffin 
themfelves is agreeable to ftrict 
truth, and has its foundation in 
nature and faét. This will at laft 
be no prejudice to the good caufe 
which they plead. It will be only 
like lopping off the luxurious and 
irregular fhoots from the trees in 
our orchards, which does not haf- 
ten their death, perhaps prolongs 
their life, and certainly makes 
them more fruitful, and therefore 
more valuable to the poffeffor. 

What I chiefly find fault with 
in the writers above referred to, is 
their high and ranting manner of 
fpeaking on the fubjeét of civil li- 
berty, that, as fou have faid a 
little while ago, there caff be no 
happinefs without it, that it is the 
foundation of every other iin 
and that, as a late writer exprefles 
it, the inhabitgnts of a country 
under defpotic government, fall 
even below humanity itfelf, and 
are a different fpecies of creatures. 

Let us, therefore, afk the quef- 
tion before us, and attempt to re- 
folve it in a cool and critical man- 

U 2 ner. 
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ner. What is the advantage of 
civil liberty? One would think the 
great and only advantages that can 
flow from it, muft be its promot- 
ing either virtue or happinefs, or 


both. Is then civil liberty necef- 
fary to virtue? It will fearcely be 
pretended. Virtue is a thing en- 
tirely perfonal and internal; it 
dwells in the heart, and depends 
upon no Outward ftate. If liberty 
be neceflary to virtue, how comes 
it that fome of the perfons moft 
eminent for virtue in ancient times 
were flaves, that is to fay, in a 
flate worfe than that of ordinary 
fubjeéts in the moit defpotic go- 
vernment upon earth, as AXlop 
and Epictetus. So far, indeed, is 
it from being neceflary, that it may 
be queftioned even whether it be 
more favourable to virtue than its 
contrary. The greateft part of 
moral writers have faid, that virtue 
is promoted by, aud fhines with 
the greateft luttre in, a fuffering 
flate. Certainly you and the ad- 
vocates for liberty will fay that 
flavery is fuffering. 

But let us take the thing a little 
deeper. If liberty be neceffary to 
virtue, whatareflection is it upon the 
courle of providence? How great 
a proportion of mankind does now, 
or ever did, enjoy the benelit of a 
free conilitution of government. It 
3 probable that the advocates for 
liberty will fay that the British 
conttitwtion is the beft in the world. 
I believe it is one of the beft ; yet 
it has many defects, of which our 
prefent patriots loudly and fome- 
times juftly complain. However, 
taking Britain for a free ftate, and 
joining to it a few others in En- 
rope, a little lefs free, what pro- 
pertion do they bear to the human 
race? They are not an hundredth 
part of the whole. Let us alfo 


confider that our liberty is nota 
hundred years old till the year 
1788. Perhaps it may be faid 
that it began to dawn in the time 
of the civil wars; but the fun did 
not rife on the Britith form of go. 
vernment till the revolution. pl 
us look back to ancient times, and 
we fhall find nothing that deferved 
the name of liberty, but a few 
inconfiderable governments — ik 
Greece; and even there, there were 
twenty flaves in the Athenian, and 
probably more in the Spartan fate, 
for one freeman. Rome was free 
when it was a little flate in Italy, 
and when it became powerful, it 
made flaves of all the reft of the 
known world. Within two hu- 
dred years of its poffefling even 
the whole bounds of Italy, it was 
enflaved itfelf, and all the earth 
continued under tyranny for fif- 
teen hundred years at leaf: So 
that taking the numbers and the 
time together, it is probable that 
not the thoufandth part of the hu- 
man race ever were bleffed with 
liberty. Was virtue then not pol- 
fible but. to fo trifling a proporti- 
on? Who will pretend it? 

Is liberty then neceflary to hap- 
pinefs? ‘l'his cannot be true if vir- 
tue be the only way to happinels, 
and yet poflible to the flave. The 
firft of thefe, that virtue is the om 
ly way to happinefs, I afflume at 
prefent as a principle, becaufe I 
helieve it to be agreeable to reafon 
and religion ; and the other I have 
already attempted to prove. But 
this part of the fubjec&t 1 may treat 
in a plainer and, perhaps, furer 
way, than any fpeculative reaion- 
ing. Let us afk experience. Are 
the fubjeéts of free governments 
generally happy, and thofe of de- 
potic governments miferable? Arc 
the firit pleafed with their fituati- 

ou, 
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nothing at al! to 9g9 of a 1000 of 


on, and the others impatient un- 
der theirs? It is quite the contra- 
ny. The fubjects of arbitrary go- 
yeraments are as well pleafed with 
their fituation as thofe in free 
{tates, perhaps in general more fo. 
The peafant in France eats his 
fonp-meagre more merrily than 
the Englifh farmer does his beef 
and pudding, or the American 
planter his tat pork and f{quafhes. 
Where one in England will thed 
his blood gallantly for liberty, five 
ja France will think themfelves 
honoured in dying for the glory 
of the Grand Monarque. ‘The 
extraordinary preferance which the 
Turks give to their own manners 
and government above any other 
is well known; and if impatience 
and diilatisfa¢tion be unhappinefs, 
free governments feem in ‘his re- 
fpeét to have the pre-eminence, for 
feditions and difications are almoft 
infeparable from them in public 
life; and the f{pleen, and imagina- 
ry vexations in private, are many 
times more frequent in them than 
any where elfe. ‘Ten in England 
put themfelves to death from a dif- 
guilt at their fituation, for one in 
any other goverment known to us. 
Is this happinefs, or ought it to 
be called iv? 

But perhaps the reafoner. will 
fay, this is their own fault, there 
is nothing to hinder them to be 
happy if they will. ‘They have fe- 
curity of property ; all in arbitra- 
ry governments is at the will of 
another, and no man can call what 
he has his own. So men fpeak in 
theory, but it is not fo in fatty A 
government where there was no fe- 
curity of property at all, would be 
mftantly diflolved, and anarchy 
would enfue. If in arbitrary go- 
vernments a few are attacked with- 
out the form of a procefs, this is 


the whole people. If a governor 
in Turkey fleeces his people, the 
ery of the fubjeéts going to the 
throne would make him moré a- 
fraid of a mute and bow-{tring be. 
ing fent to him, than any partial 
magiftrate in England is afraid of 
the law, which may be evaded by 
athoufand arts. Nay, the law it- 
elf is the grand inftrument of op- 
preffion. It would not be diffi- 
cult to fhew that the law, IT mean 
law-fuits, lays a higher tax upon 
property in England, than any ar- 
bitrary monarch does for the whole 
expence of government. Let us 
try to make a calculation, if you 
pleafe, upon this fubje&, becaufe 
it is fomewhat curious. There are, 
probably, at leaft a hundred thou- 
fand perfons in Britain who live by 
the law, from the lord chancellor 
to the conftables or meane!t offi- 
cere. Confidering the greatnefy 
of the falaries and profits of fome 
of them, we may well reckon them 
at a hundred a-year at an average ; 
if fo, there is no lefs a fam than 
ten millions paid yearly for the dif- 
penfation of juitice or oppreflion. I 
am perfuaded that more perfons in 
England are reduced to beggary 
by law-fuits in gne year, than the 
Grand Signior facrifices to his 
particular refentment in thrice that 
period. I might mention a grea 
many other things, taking Britain 
as the model of a free govermnent; 
fuch as, the frequency of robbery 
in the high-ways, the breaking of 
houfes, the picking of pockets iu 
the ftreets, and our fanguinary 
laws, by which twenty are executed 
in Eneland, for one in any other 
ftate in Europe of the fame extent. 
How tan liberty then be faid to 
produce h2ppinefs? And if it nel- 
ther produces virtue nor happinefs, 
why 
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why fhould it be either defired or 
defended ? 

Upon the whole, Gentlemen, 
can you ferioufly think that what 
you call civi/ liberty is of fo great 
value as fome fuppofe; or that it 
would be prudent to encounter all 
the horrors of a civil war in order 
to preferve it? Do you not fee 
with what calmnefs and delibera- 
tion fome of our geutlemen, in a 
neighbouring city to the eaitward, 
proceed? ‘They all declare them- 
felves to be men of great fenfe, and 
that none but fools and hot-heads 
are of a different opinion. We 
ought to imitate their example. 
For my part, I leave the language 
of bluttering and rhodomontade to 
my friend D**** and others that 
are pleafed to chufe it, and, if the 
times prove boifterous, 1 will with- 
draw quietly into fome corner, aad 
fleep out the ftorm. 

H. Gentlemen, it is now my 
turn to fay a little upon this dii- 
pute, and I fhall tell my mind with 
all poflible plainnefs. You thought 
fit, Mr. F***, to begin by {fmiling 
at the warmth of our friend D**’s 
zeal, and I confefs 1 cannot help 
fmiling at the ingenuity and plauii- 
blenefs of fome parts of your dif- 
courfe. You have made it appear, 
you think very logically, that li- 
berty is neither neceflary to virtue 
nor happinefs; and I admit that, 
in a ttrict and philofophical fenie, 
it may be faid ngt to be abfolutel y 
neceflary to the virtue of any par- 
ticular perfon, becaufe it is cer- 
tainly poflible for a flave to be a 
happy and contented faint. This, 
which is a great inftance of the 
wifdom aud goodnefs of divine 
proydence, i3 the whole amount 
of what you have proved, but very 
different from what you have in- 
finuated, You havg, like maiy 


other reafoners, flily given ws the 
change. 

Have you proved, or will any 
man be fo hardy as to attempt to 
prove, that liberty does not con 
tribute, and that in a high degree, 
to preferve and increafe both vir- 
tue and happinefs among maa- 
kind. If there were no other cir- 
cumitances to prove this, the in- 
fluence of liberty in promotin 
population and the encreafe of the 
human ipecies, is fufficient to de- 
monitrate it. If virtue is poffible 
toa flave, furely no body can pre- 
tend that it is impoflible to a free- 
man. ‘Therefore, as liberty, be- 
yond all contradiction, tends to 
bring vait numbers into beimg who 
would otherwife have flept in the 
abyfs of non-exiltence, it mull for 
that reafon, and by that means, 
promote virtue and happinefs. This 
fingle view is highly affecting. Li- 
berty is a fruitful parent, teeming 
with her countlefs offspring; fla- 
very is the favage and barren mo- 
ther, followed by a_ thin and 
meagre progeny, whofe haggard 
looks proclaim their mifery, and 
whofe caves refound with the cry 
of rage or the howling of defpair. 

I will proceed as fairly and 
clearly in my reafoning on this 
fubject, as it is in my power to do. 
Let me therefore repeat and recal 
your attention to this circum- 
ftance, taking it only for granted, 
that virtue and happinefs are pof- 
fible to all men; if liberty and 
equal Jaws tend to promote the 
improvement of the foil, and in- 
creafe the number of thofe who 
are fed by it, they muft needs pro- 
mote virtue and happinefs, becaufe 
they produce more people to be 
virtuous and happy. If any body 


thould think proper to call in quef- 
tion my affertion as to the eifect of 
liberty; 
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liberty, I appeal to the hiftory 
ahd experience of pait ages, as 
well as the vilible ftate of the 
world at this day. Tyre and Car- 
thage, Greece and Rome, in an- 
cient, Britain, Holland, Switzer- 
land, Venice, and Genoa, in mo- 
dern times, will bear wituefs to 
the truth. But it is no way more 
clearly to be feen than by a cam- 
parifon between ancient ‘&and mo- 
dern Italy, which a little know- 
ledge of the claflic authors, and 
of the prefent ftate of Europe, will 
enable any one to make. That 
city. and country which liberty 
formerly raifed to fo great a height 
in point of population, itrength, 
and dominion, which produced 
not only the braveft people but 
the moft illuftrious heroes that 
have appeared in any part of the 
globe; what is its prefent ftate? 
It is ill cultivated, thinly peopled, 
and the few inhabitants to be 
found in it, are {tigmatized over 
all Europe for fuperitition or infi- 
delity in principle, effeminacy 
and the moft odious vices in their 
general practice. I have been told 
that the ancient Campania, the 
richeft part of Italy, is now in fo 
many places overgrown with buth- 
es, and overf{pread with flagnated 
waters, as to be unfafe to live in 
through noxious vapours. 

Perhaps I fhall be told, that 
there are inftances of induftry, po- 
pulation, and improvement, in 
countries fubject to abfolute mo- 
narchs. The only two countries 
on earth that I can at prefent re- 
collect, where there appears fuch 
a degree of public profperity as to 
militate again{t my argument, are 
France and China, which I wil- 
linely mention, becaufe it will give 
me an opportunity of refuting the 


artful fate you have given us of 
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the hiftory of liberty from the bee 
ginning of the world. By liberty 
I mean, and every body ought to 
mean, a completely ordered and 
well ballanced plan of civil govern- 
ment, where juftice and equal laws 
take place, and are well fupported. 
I do not call the favage ftate, 
where there is of all others the 
greatelt perfonal liberty, a free 
itate; becaufe, though I may 
range where | pleafe, and am not 
encumbered with the bounds. of 
property, yet another who has the 
fame licence, may meet: and: fall 
upon me, and difpute my title, by 
ferce of arms, to a blanket, a fe 
male, a cave, or a fpring. -If, 
therefore, liberty is juftly defined, 
it will fhew the futulity of that 
deduction you gave us of its extent 
or duration in different parts of 
the earth. 

Suppofing even there were "no 
fallacy in what you reprefented, is 
it not equally true‘of religion, 
knowledge, induitry, and every 
art which improves or embellithes 
human hfe. They have all been 
confined within very narrow limits, 
compared to the whole human 
race. Shall we theretore fay they 
are not worth the feeking, accept- 
ing, or endeavouring to preferve? 
This very place where we are 
now aflembled, and the vaft con- 
tinent of North-America, was 
fince the creation, till within two 
or hundred years, a den. of 
wolves, or a haunt of men ftill 
more favage than they. Shall we 
therefore fay that the improvement 
and cultivation of the earth isa 
thing of no value at all. You fay, 
Wirt a reflection does this carry 
againit the ways of providence? I 
anfwer, You are welcome to brmg 
the ways of providence to a review 


and judgment at the bar of your 
reafon, 
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reafon. I am content, with im- 
plicit fubjection, to adore and ap- 
prove it. I fee that it is the will 
of God that plants, animals, par- 
ticular perfons, focieties, king- 
doms, and the earth itfelf, fhould 
have a gradual progrefs towards 
perfection, and therefore I am fa- 
tified that it is right. But that I 
fhould not efteem liberty becaufe 
many nations have been without it, 
is a very fingular kind of reafon- 
ing, and what I believe you would 
not readily apply to any other ob- 
ject of human defire. 

This however is not all; your 
argument goes upon a fuppofition 
that liberty is acertain, precife, 
and definite ftate, and that all o- 
thers are oppofed to it. Liberty 
is an equal and juft government, of 
which there are many degrees un- 
der different forms. Probably no 
form of government ever took 
place, which was not capable of 
further improvements. |§ When 
therefore you fay that liberty was 
only in one or two fpots, and that 


the whole earth groaned under 


flavery for 1500 years, it is a pal- 
pable fallacy. Some of the good 


effects of order and government 
have been found in every fociety 
that ever yet was eftablifhed, tho’ 
mixed with many of the bad effeéts 
of: human paffion. You have un- 
warily given us the trath clearly 
again{t yourfelf when you fay, that 
a fociety where there was no fecu- 
rity of perfon or property would 
be inftantly diffolved, and anarchy 
would enfue. But when you thould 
have only inferred, that there was 
fome degree of order and juttice 
even in the Turkish government, 
you very abfurdly infer, that there 
is no fuch mifery in flavery as rea- 
foners in favour of liberty fuppofe. 

The fcience of government, like 
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all others, comes to perfetion by 
degrees. 

If you look back to ancient 
times, you will find that monarchy 
was the firft and only government 
thought of, or fuppofed to be 
practicable; and certainly it is the 
eafieft and moft obvious. An ex- 
ample of this we fee in any large 
number met on a particular occa 
fon: To. prevent confufion they 
immediately choofe a prefes, to 
whom they willingly fubjecé them. 
felves to acertain degree; an army 
choofes a general, and a band of 
robbers choofes a leader; and they 
derive great advantages from this 
meafure. I may even fay, that in 
fmal] focicties, and for a limited 
time, it is fill and will continue 
to be better than any other, as in 
a family, a {chool, a fhip, a fleet, 
or au army, where divided com- 
mand feldom does any good. It is 
obferved by a very able critic, that 
Homer, when he {peaks of the ad- 
vantages of order, always exalts 
the prerogatives of royalty, and 
inculcates the duty of allegiance 
and fubordination; from whence 
he infers, that probably that an- 
cient poet had not even the idea 
of any other form of government 
than that of a fingle perfon. But 
after the many examples of the 
abufe of power, in large empires 
efpecially, what an abfurdity 
would it be to fay, that the very 
firft effay in fociety fhould never 
be mended, and that no means 
fhould be fallen upon to fet bounds 
to the rage of arbitrary rule. Li- 
berty has been fometimes very jutt- 
ly called the dominion of laws and 
not of men; it isin its moft per- 
fe&t ftate when no man, how great 
foever, can or dare hinder another 


from doing that which he ought to 


do, and when every man is mott 
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dfe&ually hindered from doing 
that which he ought not. 

When therefore you reprefent 
to us that there 1s happinefs to be 
found under an abfolute monarch, 
[ fhall only afk the following quef- 
tion, Whether does this happinefs 
arife from the caprice of the mo- 
narch, or from that degree of juf- 
tice that ftull remains, and which 
through inclination, or habit, or 
fear, he has not yet attempted to 
{ubvert. France and China which 
i have mentioned above, are excel- 
lent examples to illuftrate this part 
of the fubje&t. In the firft, with 
which I am beft acquainted, there 
isnot only a delightful climate and 
fruitful foil, but 2 long habit of 
order in the feveral departments of 
the ftate, where at a dittance from 
the throne, the perfonal character 
of the fovereign is very little felt. 
There is indeed a profefled and 
feemingly unconditional {ubjection 
tothe will of the reigning prince 
at court, and among the higher 
officers of flute; but things have 
been for aves accuilomed to be 
earried into execution in a certain 
order, and fubjeét to particular 
forms, which he very feldom at- 
tempts to violate. Property is alfo 
fecured, and juttice adminiftered 
by written laws, and perhaps the 
general police in many places is as 
well if not better regulated than in 
fome free ftates. Yet even there I 
think it plain that the country 
would bear a much higher degree 
of cultivation, and the inhabitants 
be both more numerous and more 


opulent, if they were truly free. 


What would not that country ar- 

Tive at, if they had that freedom 

in religious fentiment, that fpirit 

of enterprife, and thofe vigorous 

exertions in induftry, which have 

produced fuch admirable effeéts in 
Vou. Il. 
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the inferior climates of England 


and Holland. I may fay the fame 
thing in general of China, which 
appears by the belt accounts to be 
in name a hereditary monarchy, 
but im fact an old and permanent 
ariftrocacy. Their excellent cli- 
mate, and having next to nothing 
but. internal commerce, makes 
them numerous though not weal- 
thy. All fuch ftates do poffefs the 
benefits of order and government 
to a certain degree; but fhould 
that hinder us from perceiving or 
confefliag the unfpeak able advan- 
tage of a conititution fettled ona 
more jut, more rational, and more 
liberal plan. 

I will therefore reft the matter 
upon its proper foundation. There 
are various gradations of excellence 
incivil contitutions,fromthatwhich 
is barely tolerable and fcarcely 
better than anarchy, to that which 
is fettled upon the beft principles, 
and guarded inthe moft effectual 
manner, again{t the encroachments 
of ambitious and felfith men. The 
public good and univerfal juftice is 
the end of all govermment. The 
moft defpotic tyrant pretends this, 
and even when laying claim toa 
divine right, he commands himfelf 
to be called, the father of his peo- 
ple. It certainly follows that the 
beit government 1s that which ap- 
proaches neareit to this idea. The 
true ftate of the queftion then 1s, 
Does the prevailance of juftice, and 
the fecurity of our rights, tend to 

romote virtue and happinefs, or 
not ? who will prefume to call this 
in quettion; and if we go to the 
hiftory of mankind, we fhall find 
that knowledge in general, and 
more particularly the knowledge 
of divine truth, which certainly 13 
the way to virtue, has been fpread 
by liberty; when, in roportion 

to 
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tothe power of the monarch, the 
unhappy flaves Have been faft lock- 
ed in the chains of ignorance and 
fuperitition. 

The preference which you {fay 
the fubjects of abfolute monarchies 
give to their own government, isa 
deception that fcarcely deferves an 
anfwer. Mankind are apt, from 
ignorance of better, to give a tem- 
porary preference to that which 
they poflefs. But how foon is this 
altered? With what tranfport does 
the enlightened mind of a Montef- 
quieu celebrate the happinefs of 
the Englifh conftitution, though 
living under the gentle monarchy 
of France ; and that even the bulk 
ef the people, fo foon as the dif- 
ference comes within their feeling, 
would aét the fame part, we have 
ene molt initruétive evidence in the 
French inhabitants of Canada, 
whom the Englifh miniftry moft 
wifely hoped would fhed their 
blood out of pure gratitude for be- 
ing kept in chains. 

The inconveniences you have 
mentioned, if I fhould allow them 
to be ever fo great, are only the 
neceflary confequences of much 
greater happinefs. You menti- 
oned the law and public robberies. 
As to the firft, I think it is a 
maxim in law, Volenti non fit in- 
juria. Where people have an idea 
of property and right, and are 
con{cious they can bring their fu- 
periors to atrial, it gives them the 
highett pleafure from a fenfe of 
independence. If they carry this 
matter too far by the violence of 
their own paflions, neither the law 
nor lawyers are to blame. 

What will you fay if I turn this 
fhrewd argument direGly againtt 
you? If your computation be jut, 
and the law cofts the nation in ee 
aeral fo much, what muft be the 


value of liberty and law, wher 
people croud to a free ftate and 
prefer it to every other, under this 
great feeming difadvantage? A 
juit and induttrious man is feldom 
obliged to go to law; and for your 
litigious people who lay hold of 
the opportunity of the open courts 
of juftice to harrafs one another, 
it were pity they fhould be hin. 
dered ; and if they contribute to 
fupport fo ufeful a rank of menas 
lawyers and judges, the public are 
certainly obliged to them, at leat 
they are but wafting theireftates in 
a way that pleafes themfelves, and 
does no hurt to other people. As 
to robbers, I would by no means 
confider them in the fame light as 
lawyers; I rather look upon it asa 
flip in your pen ; there is not even 
a pretence for introducing them, 
becaufe wherever there is any thing 
to rob, the practice is as frequent, 
and attended commonly with 
circumftances of greater barbarity 
in defpotic than in free ftates. 

If therefore there are in Engs 
land many robberies in the high- 
way, or pick-pockets in the itreets, 
we may fay as the common peaple 
there do actually fay, It is but a 
poor country where there are nei 
ther Jews nor highwaymen. What 
fort of an argument would it be 
I fhould fay, Philadelphia 18 4 
wicked place indeed, for there are 
twenty rogues there for one 
Princeton, when there is no more 
truth in it than that there are fifty 
times as many people in it; but 
whether they be better or worfe on 
the whole, it is neither of moment 
to know, nor poffible to determine. 
But I wonder exceedingly it never 
came into your head to mention 
the mob as another evil of free 
ftates. Lam fure it fell much more 


naturally in your way than - = 
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ftrained in fome degree b¥ confci- 
ence, but in a much greater by 
prudence, from attempting the 
fubverfion of a fyitem that had pre- 


bers. It muft certainly be acknow- 
ledged that the faid mob has fome- 
times a way of adminilftering juttice 
not over-delicate, and I believe I 
may add, not very palatable to 
fome of your obedience-mongers, 
when they fall into its hands. You 
know this is the very theme on 
which the advocates for tyranny 
chiefly infift; but I anfwer, It is 
frivolous and abfurd. There may 
be fudden occafional groundlefs 
tumults in one corner of an em- 
pire or government, but they are 
of no confequence unlefs the whole 
body of the people join in them; 
and I will not eafily believe that it 
is poflible to unite the whole, if 
numerous and diftant, unlefs when 
the oppreflion is univerfal, and as 
foon as this happens refiftance is 
neceflary, and the convulfion is fa- 
lutary. I am a lover of order 
when founded on ‘juitice, and yet 
I fear not to affirm this maxim in 
politics, Seditiones ¢y tumultus tre- 
pidantem fepe curruentemque Teme 
publicam fuffulciunt redintegrante 
que. 

Upon the whole, I take the ef- 
fential benefit of civil liberty, 
wherefoever or in whatever degree 
it is found, to be, its tendency to 
put in motion and encourage the 
exertion of all the human powers. 
It muft therefore evidently im- 
prove the human mind, and bring 
with it; in higheft perfection, all 
the advantages of the focial ttate. 
It is the parent or the nurfe of in- 
duilry, opulence, knowledge, vir- 
tue, and heroifm. 

Having therefore given you my 
political creed, I fhall conclude 
with declaring my praétical pur- 
pofe, To a conttitution already 
fettled, although attended with 
feveral defeéts, I would continue in 


quiet fubjection. 1 fhould be re- 


{cription on its fide. But if the 
rulers of any ftate of which I were 
a member, fhould ftretch forth 
their hands againft the rights of 
the people, and betray the truft 
committed to them for the public 
good, they fhould meet, from me, 
with the moft firm and determined 
oppotition. In the prefent cafe, 
as the liberties of America are at- 
tempted to be wrefted from her, 
by perfons from their characters 
unworthy, and from their fituati- 
on uncapable, of governing with 
juttice, I do not hefitate to prefer, 
not only the confulion of anarchy, 
and the uncertainty of a new fettle- 
ment, but even extermination itfelf, 
to flavery rivetted on us and our 
potterity. ? 
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To the Purntisner of the Penn- 
SYLVANIA MAGAZINE. 


Sir, | 

If you think the following lines 
deferving a place in your Mae 
gazine, pleafe to infert them. 


LIZA would not with to in- 
E trude, or prefume to oppofe 
to the more experienced in life, or 
{killed in the fcience of human na- 
ture, her fentiments, which have 
been formed in obfcurity, and 
nurfed in the fhades of rural re- 
tirement: But her experience, 
which is fomewhat different from 
any the has yet feen exhibited up- 
on the fubject in the Pennfylvania 
Magazine, may at leait ferve to 
furnith variety. 

When I was young, and my 
bofom a ftranger to care,—whilit 
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yet judgment and fober reafon had 
fixed upon my underitanding but 
few principles for the government 
of my future life, I was courted by 
Gulielmo, a man of fobriety, un- 
deritanding, and a competent for- 
tune. He poffefled alio many 
amiable qualities of heart, which 
fhone confpicuous through every 
part of his conduct, and attracted 
my highetft efteem, upon which 
was founded my mott fincere affec- 
tions. "Till Hymen completed 
our union, my moft fanguine ex- 
peGiations had never pourtrayed to 
my imagination the height of that 
felicity which an affectionate, fen- 
fible, and virtuous companion. is 
capable of conferring. He always 
feemed fuiliciently blefled to fee 
me happy, and omitted notliing 
in his power to make me truly fo; 
nor days nor years, effected any 
alteration in his aflidous kindnefles. 
He was a fond indulgent parent ; 
how oft have I feen his counten- 
ance glowing with parental delight, 
when the innocent pratlers, climb- 
ing his knee, would lifp their ten- 
der ideas, which he never failed to 
affift with fuch inftru@tions as their 
infantile reafons were capable of. 
He was a kind matter, his domef- 
tics paid the moft chearful obedi- 
ence to all his commands, through 
affection rather than fear; and his 
conduct and the influence of his 
example rendered. his family re- 
gular and: peaceable, and diffufed 
happinefs and content throughout 
all his borders. His heart was 
fufceptible of the moft tender feel- 
ings; yet when the unrefilting 
hand of death robbed us of a love- 
ly boy, and under all trials of the 
like nature, refignation and true 
Chriitian fortitude, beaming from 
his brow, befpoke the inward rec- 
titude and compofure-of his foul. 


He was magnanimous and brave it 
profperity and adverlity ; neither 
deprefled by worldly lofles and dif. 
appointments, nor elated: by any 
fortuitous event; but contlantl 
preferved an even chearfulnels of 
temper through all the viciflitudes 
of life. Thus armed with divine 
philofophy he rofe fuperior to the 
evils of time, and taited by anti- 
cipation the bleflings of that pa 
radife he was formed to enjoy. He 
was a warm and: fleady friend; a 
loving relation; in his neighbour. 
hood greatly elteemed; to: the 
poor, the widow, and fatherlefsa 
never failing friend and afftitant; a 
ufeful member of fociety, both in 
a public and _ private capacity, and 
faithfully endeavoured tq promote 
its order and happinefs, by all the 
means of perfect veracity, uncor- 
rupted jultice, andvextenfive bene- 
ficence. 

But how fhall Eliza recite the 
fad fequel? or recount the f{eene 
of her deepelt forrows ! When the 
returning funs of eleven fummers 
had matured our felicity,and more 
firmly cemented our union by five 
the moft engaging ties; the great 
eft of all misfortunes firipped me 
of this ineftimable bleffing. It 1s 
foreign to my purpofe, nor indeed 
has language energy to defcribe 
the anguish of my foul upon this 
occafion. Let it fuflice to add, 
that being taught by the melan- 
choly dictates of a bleeding heart, 
the fhortnefs and uncertainty of 
human happinefs, I became fenfi- 
ble that nothing but the comfort- 
ing profpects which Chriitianity 
affords, can yield true fupport to 
a mind labouring under trials like 
thefe; and however we may 2¢ 
glect to improve and enrich the 
mind with the truths of religiom, 
the day will furely come sasoe 
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fhall need all the confolation and 
fupport it is calculated to admi- 
nifter. . 

To conclude,. whatever refleéti- 
on or obfervation the learning and 
fagacity of the literati, or the flu- 
pid duplicity of ignoramus exam- 
ple, may fuggett, upon the fubjeét 
of marriage, it is evident, beyond 
the leaft fhadow of a doubt, that, 
to a mind like Gulielmo’s, it is 
the higheft tate of human felicity, 
and refembles that of the beneli- 
cent beings above, whofe joys are 
increafed by communication. 

ELIZA. 


Maryland (Weft-fide) Fan. 30. 





Extraordinary Heroifin of the anci- 
ent Scandinavians. 


HE ancient Scandinavians 

breathed nothing but war, 
which was at once with them the 
fource of honour, riches, and fafe- 
ty. Their education, laws, pre- 
judices, morality, and religion, all 
concurred to make that their rul- 
ing paflion and only object. From 
their moft tender age they applied. 
themfelves to learn the military 
art; they hardened their bodies, 
and accuftomed themfelves to cold, 
fatigue and hunger. They exer- 
cifed themfelves in running, in the 
chace, in {wimming acrofs the 
greateft rivers, and in handling 
their arms. The very {ports of 
childhood itfelf,and of early youth, 
were directed all towards this end : 
dangers were always intermingled 
with their play. For it confilted in 
taking frightful leaps, in climbing 
up the fteepeft rocks, in fiehting 
naked with offentive weapons, in 
wreitling with the utmott fury: it 
was therefore common to fee them 
at the age of fifteen years, already 


rown ftrong robuft men, and able 
to make themfelves feared in come 
bat. It was alfo at this age that 
their young men became their own 
matters, which they did by receiv- 
ing a {word, a buckler, and a lance. 
This ceremony was performed in 
fome public meeting. One of the 
principal perfons of the affembly 
armed the youth in public meeting. 
« This, we are told by Tac‘tus, 
was his éoga viriles, his entrance 
upon dignities; before this he 
made only part of a family, now 
he became a member of the ftate.” 
After-this he was obliged to pro- 
vide for his own fubiittence, and 
was either now to live by hunting, 
or by an incurfion againft the ene- 
my. Particular care was taken 
to prevent thefe young foldiers 
from enjoying too early an ac- 
quaintance with the oppofite fex, 
till their limbs had acquired all the 
vigour of which they were capable. 
Indeed they could have no hope to 
be acceptable to the women, but 
in proportion to the courage and 
addrefs they had fhown in war and 
in their military exercifes. Ac- 
cordingly we fee in an ancient 
fong, preferved by Bartholin, a 
king of Norway extremely furpriz- 
ed that, as he could perform eight 
different exercifes, his miftrefs 
fhould prefume to reject his fuit. I 
fhall frequently have occafion to 
produce new inftances of this man- 
ner of thinking among their wo- 
men: it is fufficient at prefent to 
obferve, that they were not likely, 
to foften their children by too 
much delicacy and indulgence. 
Thefe tender creatures were gene- 
rally born in the midit of camps 
and armies. Their eyes, from the 
moment they were firft opened, 
faw nothing but milittiry fpectacles, 


arms, effufion of blood, and com- 
bats, 
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bats either real or in fport: thus 
as they grew up from their infan- 
cy, their fouls were early difpofed 
to imbibe the cruel prejudices of 
their fathers. 

Their laws for the molt part 
(like thofe of the antient Lacede- 
monians ) feemed to know no other 
virtues than thofe of a military na- 
ture, and no other crimes but cow- 
ardice. They inflicted the great- 
eft penalties on fuch as fled the firft 
in battle. The laws of the ancient 
Danes, according to Saxo, exciud- 
ed them from fociety, and declared 
them infamous. Among the Ger- 
mans this was fometimes carried fo 
far as to fuffocate cowards in mud ; 
after which they covered them over 
with hurdles: to thew, fays Taci- 
tus, that though the punifhment of 
crimes fhould be public, there are 
certain degrees of cowardice and 
infamy which ought to be buried 
in eternal filence. The mott flat- 
tering diftinctions were referved for 
fuch as had performed fome fignal 
exploit ; and the laws themfelves 
diftributed men into different ranks 
according to their different degrees 
of courage. Frotho, king of Den- 
mark, had ordained, according to 
Saxo, that whoever folicited an 
eminent poft in the army, ought 
upon all occafions to attack one 
enemy ; to face two; to retire on- 
ly one itep back from three; and 
not to make an actual retreat till 
affaulted by four. Hence was form- 
ed that prejudice fo deeply rooted 
among thofe people, that there 
was no other way to acquire glory 
but by the profeflion of arms, and 
a fanatic valour: a prejudice the 
force of which difplayed itfelf 
without obitruction, at a time 
when luxury was unknown; when 
that defire, fo natural, and fo ac- 
tive among men, of drawing upon 


themfelves the attention of thely 
equals, had but one fingle objed 
and fupport; and when their 
country and. their fellow citizens 
had no other treafure but the fame 
of their exploits, and the terror 
thereby excited in their neigh 
bours. 

The rules of juftice, far from 
checking thefe prejudices, had been 
themfelves warped and adapted 
to their bias. It is no exaggerati- 
on to fay, that all the Gothic and 
Celtic nations entertained opinions 
on this fubject, quite oppofite to 
the theory of ourtimes. They look- 
ed upon war asa real att of juttice, 


-and efteemed force an incontettible 


title over the weak, a vifible mark 
that God had intended to fubje 
them to the ftrong. They had no 
deubt but the intentions of the di- 
vinty had been to ettablith the 
fame dependance among men which 
there is among animals, and fet- 
ting out from the principle of the 


inequality of men, as our civilians 


do from that of their equality, 
they inferred thence that the weak 
had no right to what they could 
not defend. ‘This maxim, which 
formed the bafis of the law of na- 
tions among theanctent inhabitants 
of Europe, being dictated by their 
mott darling paffion, we cannot 
wonder that they fhould fo {teadi- 
ly act up to it in practice. And 
which, after all, is the worl? to 
act and think as they did; or, like 
the moderns, with better principles 
to act as ill? Asto the ancient na- 
tions, we attribute nothing to them 
here but what is juitified by a 
thoufand acts. They adopted the 
above maxim in all its rigour, and 
gave the name of Divine Judgment 
not only to the judiciary combat, 
but to battles of all forts: victory 
being in their opinion the only we 
al 
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tain mark by which Providence 
enables us to diftinguith thofe, 
whom it has appointed to command 
others. ‘ Valour, fays a German 
warrior in T'acitus, is the only pro- 
per goods of men.. The Gods 
range themfelves on the fide of the 
ftrongelt.” 

Religion, by annexing eternal 
happinefs to the military virtues, 
had given the latt degree of attivi- 
ty to the ardour and propenfity 
thefe people had for war. There 
were no fatigues, no dangers nor 
torments capable of damping a 
paflion fo well countenanced, and 
the defire of meriting fo great a 
reward. We have feen what mo- 
tives this religion offered to its 
votaries; and we cannot fail to 
recal them in reading fome in- 
ftances of that courage which dif- 
tinguifhed the ancient Scandinavi- 
ans, and of their contempt of death 
itfelf, which I fhall produce from 
the authentic chronicles of Iceland. 

Hittory informs us, that Harold 
furnamed Blaatand or Blue Tooth 
(a king of Denmark who reigned 
in the ntiddle of the tenth century ) 
had founded on the coafts of Po- 
merania, which he had fubdued, a 
city named Julin or Jomfbourg; 
where he fent a colony of young 
Danes, and beftowed the govern- 
ment on a celebrated warrior nam- 
ed Planatoko. This new Lycur- 
gus had made of that city a fecond 
Sparta, and every thing was di- 
rected to form complete foldiers. 
The author who has left us the hif- 
tory of this colony affures us, that 
“ it was forbidden there fo much as 
to mention the name of Fear, even 
in the moft imminent dangers.” 
No citizen of Jomfburg was to 
yield to any number however great, 
but to fight intrepidly without 
flying, even from a very fuperior 


force. The fight of prefent and 
inevitable death would have been 
no excufe with them for making 
any the leaft complaint, or for 
fhewing the flighteft apprehenfion. 
And this legiflator really appears 
to have eradicated from the minds 
of moft of the youths bred up un- 
der him, all traces of that fentiment 
fo natural and fo univerfal, which 
makes men think on their deftrue- 
tion with horror. Nothing can 
thew this better than a fingle fact 

in their hiftory, which deferves to © 
have place here for its fingularity. 
Some of them having madean irrup- 
into the territories of a powerful 
Norwegian lord, named Haquin, 
were overcome in _ of the ob- 
itinacy of their refittance; and the 
moft diftinguifhed among them 
being made prifoners, were, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of thofe 
times, condemned to death. The 
news of this, far from afflicting 
them, was, on the contrary receiv- 
ed with joy. The firft who was led 
to punifhment was content to fay, 
without changing countenance,and 
without exprefling the leaft fign of 
fear, “ Why fhould not the fame 
happen to me, as did to my fa- 
ther? He died, and fo mutt I.” 
A warrior named Thorchill, who 
was to cus off the head of the fe- 
cond, having afked him what he 
felt at the fight of death, he an- 
{wered, that “ he remembered too 
well the laws of Jomfbourg to utter 
any words that denoted fear.” The 
third, in reply to the fame quetti- 
on, faid, “ he rejoiced to die with 
glory, and that he preferred fuch 
4 death to an infamous life like 
that of Thorchill’s.” The fourth 
made an anfwer much longer and 
more extraordinary. “ I fuffer 


with a good heart ; and the pre- 
fent hour to me is very agreeable. 


I only 
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i only beg of you, added he, ad- 
drefling himielf to Thorchill, to 
be very quick in cutting off my 
head ; for it isa queftion often de- 
bated by us at Jomfbourg, whe- 
ther one retains any fenfe after be- 
ing beheaded. I will therefore 
grafp this knife in my hand; if 
after my head is cut off I ttrike 
it towards you, it will fhew I have 
not loit all fenfe: if 1 let it drop, 
it will be a proof to the ‘contrary. 
Make hafte, therefore, and decide 
the difpute.” “ Throchill, adds 
the hiftorian, cut off his head in 
a mot expeditious manner, but 
the knife, as might be expeted, 
dropt from his hand.” The fifth 
fhewed the fame tranquillity, and 
died rallying and jeering his ene- 
mies. ‘The tixth begged of Thorc- 
hill, that he might not be led to 
punifhment like a fheep; *“ ftrike 
the blow in my face, faid he, I will 
fit ftill without fhrinking; and 
take notice whether I once wink 
my eyes, or betray one fign of fear 
in my countenance. For we inha- 
bitants of Jomfbourg are ufed to 
exercife ourfelves in trials of this 
fort, fo as to meet the ftroke of 
death without once moving.” He 
kept his promife before all the 
fpectators, and received the blow 
without betraying the leatt fign of 
fear, or fo much as winking his 
eyes. ‘Lhe feventh, fays the hifto- 
rian, “ was a very beautiful young 
man, in the flower of his age. His 
long fair hair, as fine as ilk, ffoat- 
ed in curls and ringlets on his 
fhoulders. TThorchill afked him 
what he thought of death?. I re- 
ceive it willingly, faid he, fince I 
have fulfilled the greateft duty of 
life, and have feen ail thofe put to 
death whom [ would not furvive. 
I only beg of you one favour, not 
to let oy hair be touched by a 


flave, or ftained with my blood.” 
This conftancy in the laf moe 


ments was not, however, the pecus , 


liar effect of the laws and educati- 
on of the Jomfburgians. The other 
Danes have often given the fame 
proofs of intrepedity; or rather 
this was the general character of 
all the inhabitants of Scandinavia, 
It was with them an inftance of 
fhameful pufillanimity to utter up, 
on fuch eccafions the leaft groan 
or to change countenance, bute’ 
{pecially to thed tears. The Danes 
fays Adam of Bremen, “ are re- 
markable for this, that if they have 
committed any crime, they had ra 
ther fuffer death than blows. There 
is no other punifhment for them 
but either the ax or fervitude. As 
for groans, complaints, and other 
bemoanings of that kind, in which 
we find relief, they are fo detetted 
by the Danes, that they think it 
mean to weep for their fins, or for 
the death of their deareft relati- 
ons.” But if a private foldier 
looked upon tears as peculiar to 
weaknefs or flavery, their great 
warriors, the chiefs, all who afpir- 
ed to fame and glory, carried the 
contempt of death much. further. 
King Regner, who, as I have 
once before obferved, dyed finging 
the pleafure of receiving death im 
the field of battle, cries out at the 
end of a ftanza, “ the hours of my 
life are paffed away, I ‘hall die 
laughing.” And many paflages i 
antient hiftory plainly fhow that 
this was not a poetical hyperbole. 
Saxo, {peaking of a fingle combat, 
fays, that one of the champions 
FELL, LAUGHED, AND DYED, af 
epitaph as fhort as energetic. An 
officer belonging to a king of Nor- 
way, celebrating in verfe the death 
of his mafter, concludes his eulo- 
gium with thefe words, « It fhall 
hereafter 
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hereafter be recorded in hiftories, 
that king Halfer died laughing.” 


- A warrior having been thrown on 
his back, in wreftling with his ene- 


my, and the latter finding himfelf 
without his arms, the vanquifhed 
perfon promifed to wait without 
changing his pofture, while he 
fetched-a fword to kill him; and 
he faithfully kept his word. To 
die with his arms in his hand was 
the vow of every free man; and 
the pleating idea they had of this 
kind of death, would naturally lead 
them to dread fuch as proceed from 
difeafe and old age. In the joy 
therefore which they teftified at the 
approach of a violent death, they 
might frequently exprefs no more 
than their real fentiments, though 
doubtlefs it was fometimes mixed 
with oftentation. The general te- 
nor of their conduét proves that 
they were moft commonly fincere 
in this; and fuch as know the 
power which education, example, 
and prejudice have over men, will 
find no difficulty in receiving the 
multitude of teftimonies, which an- 
tiquity has left us of their extra- 
ordinary valour. 
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UT fome of the followers of 
Newton ufe other arguments 
which he has not mentioned, the 
Rlrongeft of which may be thus 
flated : « Though a fith {wimming 
in the middle of a lake do not move 
Vor. Il. 


the borders of it, becaufe the water 
forms round the fith a fort of circle, 
yet in that precipitate motion of 
the middle of the water, there muft 
be formed, for fome {pace of time, 
a vacuum in the water; fo when a 
bullet is driven out of a gun, the 
point of {pace which it quits every 
moment, cannot be fo fuddealy 
replaced by the air, but that there 
is for a fingle moment, a.vacuum 
from air.” 

This is the great ars-ument of 


all the Newtonians, and Gaffendi 


thought it as clear as any mathe- 
matical dernonftration, viz. “ If all 
be a plenum there can be no moti- 
on in the univerfe; but there is 
motion, therefore a vacuum mult 
exiit.” They fay, * If there is no 
vacuum, the world muit be a great 
maf{s of inflexible and unmoyeable 
matter; for no body can move 
without.taking the place of ano- 
ther. The body A cannot move 
without difplacing the body B, 
and B another,’ &c. This can 
only be by fuppofing this difplac- 
ing of bodies in a {ftraight line to 
infinity, or inva circular motion ; 
fo that A cannot move unlefs X 
the laft body can be moved to take 
the place of the firit body A. But 
if X is immoveable, A cannot 
move either, and the whole is im- 
moveable. 

I confefs I once thought this 
reafoning to be demonttration, un- 
till. I happened to fee this point 
examined by the learned authors 
of the Port-royal Logic, called, 
The Art of Thinking; who make 
it I think plain, that there is a 
fault in this argument, which lies 
in this, ‘The Newtonians believe 
that in order for one, body to take 
the place of another, it is neceflary 
the place be empty fome little time 


before; in which they are meetin, . 
or 
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for it is fufficient for motion that 
the place be empty in the fame in- 
ftant. As in the cafe above, “ It 
is very poffible for X to move at 
the fame infant with A. For A 
preffes on B, Bupon C,and fo on to 
X, and then X in the fame inftant 
takes the place of A. In this man- 
ner there will be a motion in the 
plenum and none in the vacuum. 
This will appear plain if applied 
to the motion of a ftick or a hoop, 
&c. There is no initant in which 
one can fay, the fpace is evacuated 
by the former without being oc- 
cupied by the other. If this is true 
in the parts of an iron hoop turn- 
ing round its centre (for then every 
part takes in the fame inftant the 
place which the preceding leaves, 
without any vacuum), why fhould 
it not be the fame in a circle partly 
of wood and partly of air, &c.” 
If it is faid that Sir Ifaac Newton 
and the greateft mathematicians 
have offered to demonftrate a yva- 
caum; we muft remember, that 
great mathematicians, even after 
they had long admitted the fame 
as demonittration, have rejected that 
hypothetis as abfurd and erroneous. 
The great Leibnitz (who is ef- 
teemed a rival of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton in mathematical learning and 
depth of penetration) afferts, that 
the opinion of the exiftence of a 
vacuum is only the effet of an 
overheated, if not a difordered, 
imagination. « All thefe, fays 
he, who are for the vacuum, are 
led away by imagination rather 
than reafon, ‘When I was young, 
I gave alfo into the notion of a 
vacuum, and atoms, but reafon hag 
undeceived me. Its imagination 
was pleafing; that was the bounds 
of my fearches; there Ij as it were, 
rivetted my meditation. We think 
we have found out the firft ele: 
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ments; a ne plus ultra. We wih 
nature might go no further, thet 
it might be as finite as our under 
ftanding ; but this is not know. 
ing the grandeur and majelty of 
things.” , 
Not to mention his other re. 
fonings, he has this uncommon ar. 
gument, * I eftablifh as a princi. 
ple, that whatever perfe@ion God 
could communicate tothings (with- 
out ‘derogating from their other 
perfeétions, he -has communicat- 
ed to them; by confequence there 
is no fpace intirely empty, and 
therefore every thing is full. For 
the perfection of matter to that of 
vacuum, is the fame as of fome- 
thing to nothing. The reafons 
given to fupport the vacuum are 
only fophifms,” &c. Leibnitz allo 
informs us, that the celebrated 
Huygens, who at firft admitted 
pure fpace, afterwards, as well a8 
Des Cartes, acknowledged the ab- 
furdity of this opinion, 
Whether there be pure .pace at 
the utmoft boundary of the crea 
ted univerfe, is a thought which 
plunges and confounds our reafon 
in this ftate. ‘The vacnum or void 
fpace feems to have aétual extenti- 
on as well as body, it feems there 
fore an abfolute being and nota 
mere negation, as Sir Ifaac him- 
felf confeffes. This has mode 
fome philofophers alledge, that if 
fpace was eternal and infinite, I 
was either God himfelf, or his ate 
tribute, his immeniity. But this 
has been thought impious, becaule 
it admits of parts, which cannot 
be faid of God; ‘and to admit that 
{pace is infinite and eternal, and 
yet not God, is admitting tw? 
Gods, which is abfurd and imp! 
ous. Pure fpace, therefore, feems 
contrary to, or above our reafon. 


What if we fhould fuppole ne 
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‘, to end to creation, but that it 
extends to infinity? Or fhall we 
fuppofe, that, beyond creation, 
iniverfal {pace is indeed the divine 
immenfity, not divilible into parts, 
confidered as univerfally and eter- 
nally extended ; though like eter- 
nity (which is alfo infinite and in- 
divilible refpecting God) it exifts 
only in our imagination, as it re- 
ae our little world and fmall 
irs, confidered piece-mail in 
our finite minds, which are unable 
to grafp an object more difpropor- 
tioned to our minds than the ocean 
toa nut fhell. 
_ I mutt obferve, that Des Cartes 
was not the firft who denied a 
vacuum, or aflerted a fubtle mat- 
te, . Thales, Plato, Plutarch, 
Heraclites, and Ariftotle, have all 
denied a vacuum in nature, and all 
admitted of a fubtle matter, ether, 
or elementary fpirit, to fill up the 
fmalleft interftices, or minuteft void 
fpace. The great Plato enume- 
tated five elements, viz. fire, earth, 
Water, air, and ether. This 
wether they confidered as a fire, 
more fubtle and more delicate than 
elementary fire, diffufed through 
all nature, which they reprefented 
as the foul of the world. 

That there is in air a matter in- 
finitely more fubtle than itfelf, is 
plain by the light remaining in 
the glafs when the air is pumped 
out, Yet that light is a body, 
which touches and ftrongly ftrikes 
our eyes, is indifputable; yet it 
pales into the barometer and ther- 
Mometer, when the air is molt ex- 
cluded, But what is this light? 
Is it reafonable it fhould come 
from the fun, fo many thoufands 
of miles *, in a few feconds? Is it 


! The ingenious Dr. Ewing, from the 
at tranfit of Venus, has caleulated the 
mean diitance of the fun in Englihh miles 


© be 94,790,550. 
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not more reafonable to fuppofe it 
a fubtle matter diffufed around out 
earth, at leaft, and fet in motion 
by the fun. 

Fire is a fubtle matter too, ra- 
rifyitty and condenfing bodies. 
Who can believe it is only matter 
in motion? Lay. afide all pre- 
conceived opinions, and read the 
ingenious Dr. Boerhaave on that 
element. The loadftone is ano- 
ther inftance, or another kind of 
fubtle matter; from one of ite 
poles inceflantly iffues a fubtle mat- 
ter, imperceptably far more fubtle 
than air, which enters the other 
pole like a whirlwind, as appears 
by filings of iron in its way. To 
call this a fpecies of gravitation, 18 
increafing the difficulty by words 
without ideas. I might enumerate 
other proofs of a very fubtle mat- 
ter from the various and wondrous 
phenomena of the different phof- 
phori, ignis fatuus, meteors, rare- 
faction, oil a few drops diffufed 
over and {moothing the very waves 
of the fea. The incantation or: 
charming of fome animals by the 
efduvia of the eye;—perhaps. ani- 
mal fpirits. The wonderful in- 
feGtioufnefs of difeafes in the air. 
Some poifons as tarantula, tor- 
pedo, bafiliik, &c. Some zxthers, 
and other extremely minvte pare. 
ticles of volatiles. But ab. ve alls 
the amazing fluid lately difvevered , 
in our own country, by the inge- 
nious Dr. Franklin, will eftablifh 
fubtle matter beyond all contra- 
diction. 

Thefe various fpecies of liquid” 
matter being fuppofed, my imagi- 
nation leads me to conceive of va- 
rious other fpecies of beings, ani- 
mal, almoft fpiritual, whofe bo- 
dies formed of thefe finer mate- 
rials, may be to us invifible, and 


carry on their proper works, not 
Y 2 much 
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much interrupted by our grofs 
bodies, nor ours by theirs. Thefe 
feem neceffary in the great fcale of 
being, to fill up the chafm between 
sage and men; for there is evi- 
dently a regular gradation from 
the ange! Gabriel to an oyttef, and 
thence through all the tribes of 
by rt nature. 

ow, if a vacuum is contrary to 
reafon, and there are various fubtle 
matters to make a complete ple- 
num in the creation; then attrac- 
tion, which Sir [aac and his fol- 
lowers eftablifhes ina vacuum, can 
hardly be fuppofed to aé in a ple- 
num: Then too, perhaps, what is 
fo accurately calculated, and cal- 
led gravitation, will be found to 
be performed by certain kinds of 
matter, in which bodies float asa 
fhip in the fea. 7 

i pretend not to fettle thefe 
matters, I only endeavour, accord- 
ing to my motto, to aé as a whet- 
ftone to fharpen the geniufes of 

entlemen of abilities and leifure 
to reconcile difficulties, and invef- 
tigate a coherent fyftem of phyfical 
knowledge. 

I conclude with an _honeft 
French philofopher, «« I have been 
philofophizing thirty or forty 
years, firmly perfuaded of certain 
things, and now I begin to doubt 
of them; and what is worfe, there 
are many things I no longer doubt 
of, but defpair of ever being ca- 
pable to comprehend them.” 


M. W. 
Lewes, Fan. ult. 1776. 





Mr. Airken, 
If you think the above will be of 


fervice to any of your female 
readers, and judge jt worthy of 
a page in your entertaining ma- 
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gazine, pleafe to infert it, and 
you will oblige 
Yours, 
Maria, 
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ENSIBILITY, is one of the 
moft fhining virtues with 
which nature has adorned the fair 
fex. It expands the mind—it awa. 
kens every noble fentiment of pity 
and compaflion—and aroufes every 
tender and humane feeling, in the 
breatt. 
How much more amiable doe 
a fine woman appear, when fhe 
generoufly fympathizes in the dif- 
trefles of others; than when eager 
ly purfuing the tale of {candal, 
and liftning with a heart-felt fe 
tisfaction to every ftory, which 
the malignant tongue of envy and 
detraction could invent. In the 
one charaéter, fhe fhines in the 
moft amiable light ; in the other, 
fhe fcarcely deferves the name of 
Woman. 
Sophia is the only daughter of 
Mr. R. in the county of 5. Nae 
ture hath beftowed on her a hand- 
fome perfon, a fine underftanding, 
and a heart replete with fenfbili- 
ty. Affability and fweetnefs of 
temper, modefty and engaging 
manners, endear her to ail who 
know her. Wit without fatire— 
chearfulnefs without levity, adorn 
her charaéter. Her foul is attuned 
to the fofteft harmony, and the 
ferenity of her mind fhines confpl- 
cuoufly lovely in her countenance» 
Her chief delight is in relieving 
the diftreffed; and the induftrious 
poor, for many miles round, blefs 
their benefaGtrefs, the reliever © 
their wants, without knowing who 
the is. She relieves the necefli- 


tous, the fick too feel the rate’ 
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of her hand; and-to the diftreffed 


in mind, words of balmy comfort 
and {weet confolation flow from 


her lips. 
" ‘How far different is the charac- 


ter of Clarinda. Bleit by nature 
with a fine perfon, her greateft 
care isto adorn it. Her pride ne- 
yer fuffers her to enter the lowly 
cottages ; and fhe fears left the 
gaicty of her fpirits fhould be too 
much depreffed, if fhe vifit the 
ed apartments of the fick. 
Her unfeeling foul centres all its 
pleafures. within the narrow {phere 
of her own fenfual enjoyments. 
Stranger to the heart-foothing 
feelings of fenfibility ; ftranger to 
the refined, the tender joys of 
friendfhip, her greateft delight is 
in fcandal. Her eyes will {parkle 
with pleafure when the hears any 
perfon detracting from the charms 
of fome of her rival beauties, and 
inftead of ftriving to vindicate, en- 
deavours all in her power to fully 
their characters; as if fhe thought 
what fhe took from their merits the 
fhould add toherown. Ifa poor 
miferable object, though bent 
down with age, and the dying ta- 
per of life almoft extinguilhed, 
craves her bounty and begs her af- 
fiftance, her extreme delicacy can- 
not bear the thoughts of approach- 
ing the diftrefled mortal, or ex- 
tending her hand to relieve his af- 
fictions, but looks down upon him 
with a contemptuous pity. 

Sweet fenfibility ! fource of a 
thoufand heaven-born fenfations ! 
For the wealth of the Indies, I 
would not be without thee! Let 
me rejoice, therefore, that nature 
has moulded my foul in fuch a 
manner, as to be fufceptible of the 
refined feclings of fenfibility. 


For the Pennsytvansa Maca- 
ZINE. 4 


The Bacueror fo Asvasi st. 
[ Number 1X. } 


Mapam, | 
HIS is to let you know that 
Iam in good health, .hop- 
ing that thefe ae lines, will find 
your ladyfhip in the fame conditi- 
on. I received your kind letter; 
but, to be free with you, I cannot 
fay [ was much pleafed° with its 
contents. I think you might have 
known by this time, that a bache- 
lor of fome ftanding is not oftes 
greatly delighted with the advice 
or rernarks of married ladies when 
they are too particular.. However, 
you have made fo many declarati- 
ons of impartiality, that I am e- 
bliged in good manners to believe 
that you were a¢tuated by pure 
good will, and a defire of faving 
me from a pit towards which Iwas 
haftening. Therefore, fince, as 
the faying is, one good turn de~ 
ferves. another, I am difpofed to 
requite your friendfhip by beftow-_ 
ing on you alfo fome wholefome 
advice, which it is not. impoflible 
may be as little acceptable to you, 
as yours was tome. If that thal 
happen to be the cafe, it will be, 
properly fpeaking, a pay:nent in 
kind. 

You have thought fit to addrefs 
your letter to me by the Pennfyl- 
vania Magazine, aed therefore it 
is to be prefumed you had fome 
ambition of appearing in the cha- 
ra¢ter of an author. I fee alfo from 
the following words, ¢ This anec- 
dote (though I tremble to make 
ule of the expreflion, leit I 
may have mifapplied it), that 
you. have given fome attention ee 

the 
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the fti€tures of an author under © 


the fignature of N. T. R. upon the 
improper ufe of that term, and 
fundry. other inaccuracies. .Now, 
Madam, what I am to inform you 
of, is, that if you did tremble, it 
was no more than what you, had 
reafon todo. If that author fhall 
think proper again to: appear, and 
to take you, (i mean your picke) 
m hand, he will find you, ‘as 
have often occafionally found cer- 
tain married ladies, in a terrible 
pickle. - 

In the’ firft place, I would ad- 
vile you to pronounce your fen- 
terices, after you have writtenthem, 
with an audible voice in your own 
hearing. This I am fure is not 
impracticable or even difficult, for 
many wives can fpeak fo as a 
whole family may hear them. The 
reafon of the advice is, that you 
may be able to judge whether it 
is poflible for other people to read 
your writings fo as to make them 
be underftood. I have made feve- 
ral trials upon the following ex- 
preflion: ia your letter, «that a 
double portion of the: departed's 
Jpirit fell upon the earthly furviv- 
or, and I have not met with any 
who could make the hearers undér- 
ftand it, unlefs they looked upon 
the book at the fame time.: The 
two s’s which belong to different 
words, do cohere fo firmly in the 
utterance, that the effort to dif. 
tinguilh them is painful, the found 
barbarous, and yet the meaning is 
loft. It is fomewhat furprilin 
that a cacophenier of this’ kind 
fhould come from a lady, for I re-: 
member that Dean Swift fays, that 
women, by the more abundant ufe 
of vowels and liquids, generally 
foften the pronounciation of a Jan- 
guage, whereas men, by a collu- 
fion of rough confonants, render 
it harfh and barbarous. | 
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In the next place, wheneyer you 

think proper to ufe hard or learn. 

ed phrafes, it would be bef to call 

Honry out, of his fludy or office, 

and beg the favour of him, if he 

can, to explain them fully to you 

both in the meaning and propet 

conftru&tion. You have been kind 

enough to inform me that the 

paraphernalia of a modern woman 

of fafhion, és no way inferior to the 
toillettes of the daughters of Zion? 
Now, Madam, give me leave to 

fuggelt that the paraphernalia were 
more things than one, the term 
is, as grammarians fay, in the plu- 
ral number, and therefore you 
ought to have written, ‘ are no 
way inferior, &c. Had there been 
any likenefs between the words i 
and are, I fhould have imputed 
the miftake to the carelefinefs of 
Mr. Aitken’s correétor of the 
prefs, but this could fearcely have 
been the cafe in the prefent in- 
ftance. It is certainly a rule with 
all good writers, when they ufe 
words from a foreign language, to 
give the fame attention to their 
conftruction in a fentence, as if 
they belonged originaJly to their’ 
own, for example we fay, a phee 
nomenon was clearly explained of 
accounted for, or, the phenomena 
were explained.— 

I am forry ‘to add, that you 
have not only ‘erred in the con- 
ftruction of Greek and Latin 
words, but of Englifh alfo, as im 
the following, ‘ Your ideas of con- 
nubial blifs may have r2/e higher,’ 
inftead of rifen higher. Several 
of your fentences want the reddi- 
tion, as fome grammarians call it, 
as for inftance, that which begins, 
‘When you, in your folitary mode’ 
of life, have come down in a morn- * 
ing, and have not found your 
breakfait apparatus regularly ar- | 
ranged, 
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d, nor a brifk fire kindled, 
rt Lown of all, external little 
vexations of that kind, is the moft 
trying ina gloomy morning.’ When 
in that fentence, we have read a 

ood while expe&ting the corre- 
pening inference, they are we 
fairly difappointed and brought 
ap witha point. But ofall your 
miftakes in phrafeology which are 
many, I think the moit curious is 
in your defcription of my night 
fceae, in which we find the follow- 
ing words, ‘ For every time the 
door opens or a foot is on the ftairs 

u are on the /i/fen.’ Now, Ma- 
dam, be pleafed to know that Lffeu 
is what we call a vers, and nota 
Jubfiantive noun, as you have made 
it in that fentence. Perhaps you 
will fay, thefe are mere bagcetelles 
that ought to be forgiven and paf- 
fed over in a lady; to which I an- 
fwer, in converfation undoubtedly, 
but not in publication. Therefore, 
my moft dear lady, if ever, you and 
I fhould happen to meet at a 
friend’s houfe, or if you will con- 
defcend to pay my wife a vifit the 
week after my marriage, the mo- 
ment that you are upon the /peak 
I will be upon the difen. ‘This, I 
hope, will fatisfy you; but as to 
the Pennfylvania Magazine, my 
friend Aitken is engaged in a pe- 
rilous undertaking, I am-concern- 
ed for his fuccefs, and think he 
ought to have fair play for his life, 
and not be obliged to publifh non- 
fenfe, even though written by the 
faireft hand in Philadelphia. 

But all is not over. Befides 
thefe literary miftakes, I complain 
of a great want of a precifion in 
your fentiments: You fay, ‘ How- 
ever as money does not appear to, 
be your leading foible.’ Ido not 
underitand that money is either 
the leading or following foible of 


any body, The ve of money is 
the foible of fome perfons, and the 
negle@ of it, that.of others. Mo- 


ney itfelf is neither virtue norwice, 


but may be the object. eithervof.a 


juft and lawful, or.an irregular and 
vitious defire. . The following fen- 
tence alfo is very remarkable, 
‘ However far be it from’ me to 
hint any thing derogatory to a. 
frate (meaning that of marriage) of 
which I acknowledge myfelf an 
unworthy member’ Your unworr 
thinefs I do not pretend to difpute. 
That term may be applied with 
great propriety and juttice to ma- 
ny inevery fate. But the force or 
precifion of calling yourfeit a mem- 
ber of the married /rate. I have 
not yet been able tofee. We read 
fometimes indeed of free ftates and 
defpotic ftates; and I think if a 
man may be faid to be a, member 
of the one, he ought to be calleda 
fubject of the other. But.whether 
in your married relation you are a 
member of a free ftate, or the fub- 
ject of a defpotic one, is, belt 
known to yourfelf, and, as you 
have hinted, is not very material 
to explain. : 
As authors who conceal them- 
felves, generally have fome enig- 
matical meaning in the choice they 
make of a feigned fignature, I have 
been confidering what could in- 
duce you to chufe that of Afpafia. 
She was, 1 admit, a perfon of 
fome note, a celebrated courtezan 
in Athens. I alfo confefs that, if 
we believe fome authors of confide- 
rable name, fhe actually became an 
unworthy member of the married 
ftate, having by her arts induced 
Pericles, one of the moft eminent 
orators and ftatefmen of that city, 
to marry her. It is not, however, 


eafy to conceive that either of thefe 


circumitances recommended her 
name 











pame to you, and therefore I fup- 
pole it was her fame for eloquence, 
am Which fie is faid to have been fo 
eminent, that Pericles was often 
wpon the /iffen to her difcourfe, 
and that he was formed by her to 
the art of fpeaking. We are alfo 
told; that feveral other’ gentiemen 
an Athens, and even Socrates him- 
felf, frequented her houfe with the 
fame view. If my conje&ture is 
wight, and you burn with defire to 
emulate her in this particular, and 
be the preceptor of the famous po- 
tieians of the prefént important 
ata in America, it isa laudable 
ambition, and I heartily wifh you 
faeeefs. At the fame timé, may I 
mot be permitted to indulge the 
fweet hope, that I have contribut- 
eda little by the above ftrictures, 
to give the finifhing polifh to your 
already fhining talents, and there- 
fore, that I thall fhare, in fome 
‘fmall meafure, in your future fame. 
Thus; Madam, I have accord- 
ing to the requeft in your poit- 
fcript, fent you a fmall packet by 
way of keepfake, although it is a 
word that I never heard before, 
and do not underftand. Ass for 
sibes, jokes, feers, quips, and cranks, 
the thoughts of matrimony and 
your own fweet felf, have put 
them fo entirely out of my head, 
that it is a queftion whether ever 
they will returg : But, fuch as I 
ain, you may always command 
my fervice. With my refpects to 
your hufband unknown, 
I remain, 
Madam, 
Your molt obedient 
Humble fervant, 
Tue Bacnerror, 


Feb. 18. 1776. 
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An affeting Narrative of the Ship. 
wreck of Emanvet Cresrel, 
Tranflated from the French. ~ 


(Continued from page 137.) 
HIRTEEN tinbarked ithe 


yawl, and feventeén of usin 
the long boat; we departed in the 
afternoon, and made that day 
bout three leagues at rowing, but 
could not get on fhore, and were 
therefore obliged to pafs the night 
upon the water, where we fuffered 
inexpreflibly by the cold. 

The next day we made fearcely 
as much way, but lodged athore, 
where in the night there fell upon 
us a prodigious quantity of fnow, 

The zgth we had the wind 
contrary, and were conftrained by 
the abundance of {now which con- 
tinued falling, to go early afhore. 

The 3oth, the hard weather ob- 
liged us to ftop at nine o’clock, 
we got to land, and made a good 
fire to boil fome peafe, which had 
herétoforé difagreed with feveral 
of our péople. - 

The firft of December the wind 
prevented us from proceeding on 
our paflage, and as our failors com: 
plained of their weaknefs, and faid 
they could row no more, we boil- 
éd a morfel of meat, which we eat, 
after having taken the broth, This 
was the firit time we had fared fo 
well fince our departure ; at other 
times each of us had only little 
raw dryed cod-fifh, or a little pate 
made of meal and water. 

The 2d in the morning, the 
wind getting round to fouth-ealt, 
we fet fail, and made pretty good 
way; towards noon we joined with 
the yawl, in order to eat all toge- 
ther. Our joy was extreme to fee 
the fine weather continue, and the 


wind became more and more < 
vourauie 
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to expofe ourfelves to the cold 


fourable to our courfe; but this 
joy continued only a fhort time, 
and gaye place to the moft dreadful 
goafternation. After our repatt 
we continued our way; the yawl 
went better than we at rowing, but 
at failing we had the advantage of 
her. The wind rofe toward even- 
ing; and had changed but Ihittle; 
we thought it neceflary to keep 
out from the fhore in order to 
double a point which we perceived, 
and therefore made fignal for the 
yawl to follow us, but the kept in 
to Jand, and we loft fight of her. 
We found a dreadful fea at this 
point, and although the wind was 
not very violent, yet we were not 
able to double it but with great 
difficulty, after taking in much 
water: This made us tremble for 
our yawl, which was clofe in to 
fhore, where the furf was much 
higher than further out; fhe was 
here fo violently battered that fhe 
was loft, and we had no further 
news of her till the {pring, as you 
fhall fee hereafter. When we paf- 
fed the point we tryed to get a- 
hore, but the night was fo far 
advanced that we could not readily 
accomplifh it. The fea was bound- 
ed with fteep high rocks for near 
two leagues, and feeing at the end 
of thefe a fandy bay, we made full 
fail for it, and difembarked here 
without getting much wet. We 
immediately kindled a great fire 
to thew the yawl where we were, 
but this precaution was needlefs, 
fince the had been dafhed to pieces. 
After we had eaten a little patte, 
we wrapped ourfelves up and paf- 
fed the night by the fire. At ten 
o'clock the fky clouded over, and 
it fnowed hard till next day; and 
the heat of the fire melting the 
fnow, we were much incommoded 
thereby, fo that we chofe rather 
Vor. II. 


than lie in the water... Toward 
midnight the wind blowed fo 
hard, that our boat, which was at 
a {mall diftance from the land, 
dragged her anchor and came a- 
fhore, where the narrowly efcaped 
being beat to pieces. The two 
men who were in her, having wak- 
ened, began to hollow with all 
their might; we immediately ran 
to her. The captain and [ threw 
afhore all that we could fave of our 
equipage, the reft gathered up 
what we caft out, and carried them 
to a diitance which they thought 
fafe from the tide, but the fea bea 
came fo furious, that in its returm 
it would have carried away all that 
we had faved, if our comrades had 
not taken care to move them at. 
three different times. ‘This was 
not all, it was neceflary to think 
of getting up our boat, in order 
to prevent her being carried away 
by the waves. The. trouble we 
had in accomplifhing this is incon- 
ceivable, and we did not complete 
it till ten o’clock in the morning > 
fhe was very much battered, and 
required a confiderable repair, we 
therefore put off refitting her till 
the next day. We made fires to 
dry our clothes, and then eat a 
little morfel in order to recover us 
from the fatigue we had under- 
gone during the night. The 
morning after, the carpenter and 
all thofe who were able to help 
him, wrought at getting things to 
rights, while a party of our peo- 
ple went in feavch of the yawl, 
but in vain, and it would have 
been needlefs for us to remain ma- 
ny days in this place to hear of 
her. The day before we departed 
we killed two foxes, which helped 
out our provifions; in a fituation 


like ours, it was neceZary to avail 
Z ourfelves 
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dured that night, are beyond alf 
defcription. . 
The darknefs heightened the 
horror of our condition, 
blaft of wind feemed to threaten 


ourfelves of all we could. Thus, 
the fear of ftarving did not fuffer 
us to let any opportunity efcape, 
whereby we might prolong our 
lives. 

The 7th of the month we de- 
parted at break of day with a light 
favourable wind, which made us 
pretty good way. About ten 
o'clock we eat our two foxes ; five 
hours after the wind and fea grew 
higher, fo that it was neceffary to 
feck a harbour, but none was to 
be found. We were therefore o- 
bliged to keep out, and to fet our 
fails to the wind in order to pre- 
ferve ourfelves. Night came on, 
and the rain mixed with hail, 
which came upon us all at once, 
foon clofed inthe day. The wind 
drove us with fuch violence that 
we could fcarcely fteer, and onr 
boat had been too much battered 
long to refift fuch weather; it was 
abfolutely neceflary, however, to 
fubmit to contigincies. 

In the heighth of danger we 
were driven into a bay, where the 
wind ftill annoyed us, and where 
it was impoffible to get on fhore ; 
our anchor could not hold any 
where, the bad weather increafed 
every minute, and our boat having 
been violently driven againft the 
fhoals, we concluded we had not 
an hour to live. 

We endeavoured, however, to 
retard the moment of our lofs, by 
throwing into the fea a part of 
what we had on board; bu: we 
had fearcely finifhed this bufinefs 
when we found ourfelves furround- 
ed with ice, this circumftance re- 
doubled our fears, left the ice be- 
ing violently battered, thould drive 
againft us. I cannot inform you 
where we were driven, but I do 
not exaggerate in telling you, that 
the various toflings which we en- 


our deftru@ion. I exhorted all 
the people not to diftruf provi- 
dence, and at the fame time to 
prepare themfelves to render an ac- 
count to God of a life he had gi- 
ven us only for his fervice ; repre 
fenting to them that he had the 
command of us, to take it away 
when he pleafed. 

At length the day appeared, 
and we endeavoured to get through 
the rocks to the head of the bay, 
where it was alittle more calm. We 
all looked upon ourfelves as efcap- 
ed from the jaws of death, and gave 
thanks to the all-powerful hand 
which had preferved us in the 
midift of the moft imminent dan- 

er. 

Notwithftanding all the efforts 
which we made, we were not able 
to get to land. The water was too 
low to float the boat, it was there- 
fore neceflary to caft anchor; and 
we were forced, in order to get on 
fhore, to go into the water in ma- 
ny places up to our waifts, and 
every where up to our knees. We 
had taken the kettle with us, and 
fome meal, in order to make patte; 
after having taken fome refrefh- 
ment, we thought of drying our 
clothes,in order to depart the next 
day. 

But the cold increafed fo much 
during the night, that the whole 
bay was frozen over, and our boat 
furrounded on all fides. In vain 


did we hope that fome blatt of 
wind would fet us free; the cold 
rew more intenfe every day, the 
ice ftrengthened, and we had no 
other part to take, bnt to get the 
few things on fhore which had tr 
en 
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been thrown over-board, and to 
bring our provitions along with us. 
We knocked up fome cabins, which 
we covered with branches of fir; as 
the captain and I were preity well 

acquainted with their conitruction, 
ours was therefore one of the mott 

eommodious. ‘The failors erected 

theirs near ours; and we conftruci- 

e¢ one to contain the provifions in 

fech a manner that no.onecould get 
in, but in fight of all the reft. This 
was a neceflary precaution, in or- 

der to prevent the fufpicions that 
might arife againft thofe who 
might have the direction, and to 
hinder any one from con{uming in 
2 few days, what was neceflary for 
the {upport of many perfons a long 
time. 

. The furniture of our apartments 
was as follows: The iron pot in 
which we melted the tar ferved us 
tocook in; we had but one ax, 
and were without any | ftone to 
fharpen it; and all our defence 
from the cold was our wearing ap- 
parel, and fome half burned blan- 
kets. One of thefe failing, we 
muit inevitably “have perifhed ; 
without the pot it would have been 
umpoflible for us to have boiled 
any thing for our fuftenance; with- 
out the axe we could not have had 
wood to make fires; and without 
our blankets, bad as they were, 
it would have been impoflible to 


have endured the exceflive cold of P 


the nights. 

This, you will fay, was a dread- 
ful fituation, and nothing can ex- 
ceed it: Pardon me! for in a little 


time our cafe will appear to you 
Ancredible; its horror will increafe 


at every line, and J have much to 
write you, before I fhall arrive at 


the height of the mifery to which g 


I was reduced. 
All our hope was to prolong 


our days to the end of April, and 
to wait till the ice fhould meit, 
that we might be abie with the 
boat to finifh our voyage. Chance 
aiune could bring us iuccour in 
tais place, and it would have been 
to flatter ourielves had we expected 
any. Jn this iituation it was ne- 
celfary carefully to examine our 
provilions, and to regulate the dif- 
tribution thereof in iuch a manner 
that it might lait us till that time. 
We theretore fettled the matter. 
thus: in the morning we boiled 
two pounds of meal in melted 
fnow, asa kind of water foup; in 
the evening we boiled two pounds 
of meat in the fame manner. We 
were feventeen in company, and of 
confequence each of us had only 
four ounces of food per day. 

As to bread or any thing elfe it 
was out of the queition; once a 
week only we had peafe inftead of 
meat, and although each of us took 
but a fpoonful, it was in fact the 
beft of our entertainment. It was 
not fufficient to have fixed our al- 
lowance of food, it was neceflary 
alfo to determine what fhould be 
our employments. Leger,Balil,and 
I, undertook to cut all the wood, 
let the weather be as it might; 
fome agreed to carry it, and others 
offered to clear away the inow, or 
rather to level it, in the way we 
had to get to the foreft. You may 
erhaps be furprifed that I under- 
took the charge of cutting woods; 
that fort of work you may think 
war not made for me, and that it 
was above my ftrength. You judge 
right in one refpect, but upon re- 
flecting that hard exercife opens 
the pores, and gives pailape to ma- 
ny humours, which would be dan- 
erous if they remained in the 


blood, you will ealily comprebend 
that it is to this kind of exercife 
Z 2 that 
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that Lam indebted for my prefer- 
vation. I always had the precau- 
tion to exercife myfelf {martly, 
when I found myfelf-drowfy, or 
attacked with the fever, and above 
all when [ thought I was in dan- 
rer of infe&ted air. I went there- 
Toe every day to the woods, and 
riotwithftanding all the pains that 
was taken to clear away the fnow, 
we were often forced to wade 
through it up to the waif. This 
was not al] the inconvenicnce we 
were fubjected to in that exercife ; 
the wood which we were able to 
get at was very ‘full of branches, 
and fo loaden with fnow, that the 
firft flroke of the axe repelled and 
knocked down whoever attempted 
it; we were all three of us fuccef- 
fively thrown, and each of us often 
fell two or three times; yet we ftill 
continued our labour, and when 
by repeated ftrokes the tree was 
cleared of the fnow, we hewed it 
down, cut it pieces, and returned 
to our cabbins, each of us with his 
load; our comrades then went for 
the remainder, or rather for what 
was neceffary the reft of the day. 
We found this kind of work very 
hard, but it was abfolutely necef- 
fary, and although the fatigue was 
extreme, we had every thing to 
fear if we negleéted to perform it 
with the like affiduity.. The dif- 
ficulty increafed every day, for as 
we cut down the wood, we were 
obliged to go farther for it, and 
confequently to clear a longer 
path. Our weaknefs increafed in 
proportion as our labour became 
harder. © Branches of fir carelefly 
thrown together ferved for our 
bed; as we had no change of lines 
the vermin infefted us much; the 
fmoke and the fnow cavfed incre- 
dible pains in our eyes; and, to in- 
cereale: our mifery, we could not 


procnre any paffage through one 
bodies, having at the fame time 
an inceflant flux of urine. I leaye 
to phyficians to examine from 
whence thefe two inconveniencié 
could arife. If we could ‘have 
known the caufe, the rei 
would have availed us nothing; 

it is to no purpofe to difcover the 
fource of an evil, if we cannot pro- 
cure a remedy. 

The 24th of December we dried 
the furniture of the altar; we had 
a little wine remaining, which I 
caufed to be thawed, and on 
Chriftmas day I celebratea ‘mafi. 
Wien this was over I pronounced 
a fhort difcourfe, i out 
people to patience. Our fufferings 
in fome fort refembled thofe of the 
Saviour of the world, and I finihh- 
ed by requefling them to offer 
their fufferings to the Lord, aflur- 
ing them that this offering would 
avail towards obtaining their dé 
fires. Weare apt to exprefs the 
fufferings which we feel ourfelves, 
much more ftrikingly than thol 
of others: thus my difcourfe h 
the defired effe&t ; every one took 
courage, and refigned themfelves 
to fufier, till it fhould pleafe 
to take us to himfelf, or relieve us 
from danger. 


(To be continued. ) 





Somz Account of the Coroxt 
of VIRGINIA. 


XT IRGINIA, fo named in 

honour of Queen Elizabeth, 
is fituated between the 75 d. go m- 
welt longitude, and 36 d. 40m. 
north latitude. Bounded by the 
river Patowmac, which divides It 
from Maryland, on the north-calt; 
by the Atlantic ocean, on the eatts 
by Carolina, on the fouth; = 
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by the river Miffifppi, on the wet. 

The cultivated part of this ex- 
tenfive province is divided into 
twenty-four counties. The capi- 
tal towns are Williamfourgh aad 
James’s-Town. Wilhamiburgh, 
the capital of the province, is feat- 
ed in 37-12 N. lat. and 76-48 
W. loa. about forty miles from 
the mouth of James’s river, and 
feven from James-Town, which 
was formerly the capital. 

The number of white people in 
Virginia, is fuppofed to amount to 
upwards of an 400,000. ‘The ne- 

oes are at Jealt as many. 

' The bay of Chefapeak is one of 
the largeft and fafelt in the whole 
world; it enters the country near 
300 miles from the fouth to the 
forth, is about eighteen smiles 
broad for a confiderable way, and 
feven where it is narroweft, the 
Waters in moi places being nine 
fathoms deep. This bay, through 
its whole extent, receives a vatt 
number of navigabie rivers from 
the fides both of Maryland and 
Virginia. From the latter, be- 
fides others of lefe note, it receives 
James river, York river, the Ra- 
puhanock, and the Potowmac ; 
thefe are not only navigable for 
large fhips into the heart of the 
country, but have fo many creeks, 
and receive fuch a number of {mall- 
er navigable rivers, that Virginia 
18 without all mancer of doubt the 
Country of the world of the mott 
convenient navigation. » 

Virginia is the firft country 
which the Englith planted in A- 
merica. It was difcovered by Se- 
baftian Cabot, who, in 1497, firft 
made the northern continent o 
America, in the fervice of Henry 
VIL. of England. No attempts, 
however, wére made to fettle it, 


ull the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
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it was then that Sir Walter Ra* 
leigh, the mott extraordinary ge” 
sius of the age in which he lived, 
perhaps in any age, applied to 
court, and got together 4 compas 
ny, which was compoied of feves 
ral perfons of diftinétion, and fe- 
yeral eminent merchants, who a» 
greed to open a trade, and fettle 
a colony in that part of the world, 
which, in honour of Queen Eli- 
zabeth he called Virginia. Tos 
wards the clofe of the fixteenth 
century, feveral attempts were 
made for fettling this colony, be- 
fore any proved fuccefsfui. The 
three firft companies who failed 
into Virginia perifhed through 
hunger and difeafes, or were cut 
off by the Indians. “The fourth 
was reduced almoft to the fame 
fituation, and being dwindled to 
a feeble remainder, fet fail for 
England, in defpair of living in 
fuch an uncultivated country, ine 
habited by fuch hoftile and warlike 
favages. But in the mouth of 
Chefareak bay, they were met by 
Jord Delaware, with a fquadron 
loaded with provifions, and with 
every thing neceflary for their res 
licf and defence. At his perfnafi- 
on they returned: by his advice, 
his prudence, and winning beha- 


annie ” 1 P awover ant f: t! o 3 
VWiOUurs tae government of ae CGe- 


lony was fettled within itfelf, and 
put on a refpectable footing with , 
regard to its enemies. 

I‘he government of this pre- 
vince ws not at firft adapted to 
the principles of the Englith con- 
{titution, and to the enjoyment of 
that liberty to which a fubje% of 
Great-Britain thinks himfelf en- 


f titled in every part of the globe, 


It was governed by a governor and 
council, appointed by the kin 
of Britain. As the inhabitants 
increafed, ‘the inconvenicaces of 
this 
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this form became more grievous ; 
and a new branch was added to the 
conititution, by which the people, 
who had formerly no contiderati- 
on, were allowed to elect their re- 

fentatives from each county, 
and thefe formed a lower Houtfe of 
Afiembly. 

Here is alfo a college, founded 
by king William, called Walliam 
and Mary college,who gave 20col. 
towards it, and 20,000 acres of 
Jand, with power to purchale and 
hold lands to the value of 2000 I. 
ayear, and a duty of one penny 
per pound on all tobacco exported 
to the ether colonies. There is a 
prefident, fix profeffors, and other 
efficers, who are named by the 
governors or vilitors. Tbe hon. 
Mr. Boyle made a very large do- 
nation to the college for the edu- 
eation of Indian children. 

The whole exportation of Vir- 
ginia, including that of Maryland, 
at an average of three years, a- 
mount to 1,040,000]. flerl, ‘The 
exports of Great-Britain, ata like 
average, come to 865,000. |, flerl. 
The duty paid on the fingle article 
of tobacco exported to Great-Bri- 
tain, comes to 351,675 I. fterl. and 
employed 330 fail of fhips, and 
3960 feamen, annually, 





Mr. AITKEN; 


Am a great admirer of the 

Spetators, Tatlers, and Guar- 
dians. I never read them but with 
pleafure and improvement. The 
utile and dulce are fo happily 
blended in thefe elegant compofi- 
tions, that I think they muft be 
held in high efteem, fo long as the 
Englith language is known and un- 
derftood. So many important 
fubjeéts are treated in fuch a maf. 





A Reverie. 


terly manner, and fo many nat 

and ftriking characters cstbaake 
fhew the authors to have been men 
of profound erudition, and well 
acquainted with the human heart. 
Their works well deferve to be 
ranked amongft the foremott in 
our language for general ufe. 

I accidentally opened, the other 
day, upon the 35th number of the 
Guardian, where a correfpondent 
informs him that fome learned men 
having determined the pineal gland 
to be the chief place of the foul’s 
refidence, he had procured from 
a great philofopher a box of fnuff, 
having this remarkable property, 
that a pinch of it duly adminittered, 
fo affected his pineal gland, as to 
enable his foul to leave her refi- 
dence for a while, and enter that 
of any other perfon ; where he in 
a moment became acquainted with 
all the itrangers ideas, knowledge, 
purluits, &c. by mere intuition. 

After having read the paper, I 
clofed the book ; and reflecting ou 
the oddity of the thought, fell in- 
to one of thofe deep. reveries, 
whereby the mind is entirely ab- 
forbed, and rendered, for a while, 
totally inattentive to the objects of 
fenfe; forming, as it were, a kind 
of waking dream. 

I fancied myfelf poffeffed of 
fome of this extraordinary fnuff; 
and by its efficacy enabled to exa- 
mine a variety of characters, divelt- 
ed of the vail of diffimulation. My 
heated imagination led me a long 
chace thro’ the intricate windings 
and turnings of the human heart. 
The rapidity of my paflage made it 
impoflible for me to delineate my 
journey on paper; for it takes a 
great deal more time to write than 
to think. But I will endeavour 


to recollect, and give you an ac- 
count of two or three of my excul 
fions : 
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fons: If'you think they will af- 
ford any amufement to your rea- 
ders, you are welcome to infert 
this paper in your Magazine. 
' After examining feveral capri- 
ous characters, I entered the pineal 
and of a Mifer. I found his 
] feated on her throne, with a 
family of domeftics round 
her; fome waiting the orders of 
her will, and others executing her 
purpofes, with the utmoft activity 
and attention. 

“ You fee, faid fhe, with what 
indufiry I am labouring to 
fulfil the defign of our great 
Creator: You know he affigned 
us our refpedctive little dominions 
here, that by a proper direction of 
our avill, left free for that purpofe, 
and by a due exertion of our 
powers, we might attain to HAP- 
#iness. I cannot, indeed, fay 
that I have as yet anfwered this 
great and benevolent end; but I 
an ftriving for it with all poffible 
ailiduity. I have by nnabating care 
and attention amaffed a very large 
portion of that wealth in which 
men, in general, fuppofe true hap- 
pinels is to be found: And I believe 
I fhould find my purpofe accom- 
plithed, but for two terrible ap- 
prehenfions, which continually tor- 
ment me ; the one is, left by fome 
undvoidable accident, I fhould be: 

deprived of the fruits of my la- 
bour; and the other is, left an aw- 
ful fummons fhould remove me 
from this government, and compel 
Mme to leave all my acquifitions be- 
hind. The firft of thefe evils I en- 
deavour to prevent, by fuch large 
additions to my ftock as may ren- 
der it highly improbable that any 
‘one cafuality fhovld deprive me of 
the whole; and as the other is 
without remedy, I endeavour to 


think of it as little as poflible.” 
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- From this addrefs I turned my 
attention to take a view of her fa- 
mily, which, indeed, I found ia 
a deplorable condition—and no 
wonder, fince avari¢e was prime- 
minifter, and had gained an entire 
afcendency over the foul. 1 found 
jaftice Janguifhing under a hettie 
diforder, confcience dying of his 
wounds, and /onour ttretched out 
as cold as a ftone. All the noble 
paflions were froft-bitten and be- 
numbed into a ftate of infenfibility; 
and as for religion, the was kept 
clofe prifoner, under a notion that 
fhe was difaffeted to the govera- 
ment, and had formed a traiterous 
defign of obftructing the foul ia 
her way to happinefs. I enquired 
for charity, but was told the died 
an embryo; her body, however, 
was preferved in fpirits, and fhown 
me asa great curiofity. Natural 
affeGion with all the focial feelings 
crawled about unnoticed, and al- 
moft ftarved to death. In ‘the 
midtt of this diforder the foul her- 
felf fat fullen and difcontented ; 
neither cloathed with the robes of 
knowledge, nor ornamented with 
the jewels of fancy ; but only co- 
vered with a few worthlefs rags, 
beft fuited to her dirty work. In 
vain did memory ftrive to footh, her 
melancholy, by finging the tranf- 
aétions of paft years; her mufie 
was harfh, and her narrative tedi- 


ous: And as for sope, fhe had got - 


fo bad a cold that the could not 
fing at all. Neither was her pa- 
lace in a better condition than her 
family. The neceflary repairs 
were denied. | Decorations it had 
none. Within and without it wore 
the appearance of poverty and ne- 
gleét. Numberlefs fine aqueducts 
were entirely dry and ruinous; o- 
thers were choaked with crude in- 
digeltions; and the anima! {pirits 

infpillated 


ase RS See 



































283 A Reveri. 


infpiffated: by long faativity, crept 
lazily through their rufly channels. 
Even the pineal gland itkelf was 
fhrunk into a lefs,than ordinary 
fize; from whence it had beea 
concluded that the man had a /itt/e 
foul; whereas, in fact, fouls are of 
no {ize at all. 

From this hateful habitation I 
flew on the wings of a thought to 
infpect a character the reverfe of 
that’ I had left. I entered the 
pineal cland of a Lihertine. Here 
all was uproar and confufion. The 
foul feemed to have no command 
over her family; by a fatal mif- 
management’ her unruly paffions 
had wrefted the government out of 
her hands, and tyrannized over 
the reft of her domeftics with un- 
bounded fway. Religion lay ina 
deep trance; confeience was kept 
ftupified by continual anondynes, 
and the voice of charity could not 
be lieard in the tumult: Hope was 
wafted away to a fhadow, and fear 
had her throat cut; but, as the 
wound was not mortal, fhe made 
frequent efforts and ftruggles for 
life: Ambitior was ina ttate of 
infanity and played a thoufand ri- 
diculous gambols: Love lay gro- 
velling in the mire, with his wings 
cut, and all his fine feathers fullied 
with dirt: and sonour had become 
fo whimfical and captious, that the 
was ‘embroiled in perpetual quar- 
rels and difputes. As to the pa- 
lace, it was fo combuttible that I 
expected every minute when it 
would take fire, and be entirely 
confumed. 1 therefore left it as 
{peedily as poflible, and by an eafy 
tranfition found myfelf in the pi- 
neal gland of a Soé. 

Here I faw the foul fitting foli- 
tary on her throne, abridged of 
almoft all her domeftics, and di- 


wefted of almoft all her powers. 


She was afflicted with a deep and 
incurable lethargy, nearly ap. 
proaching toa ftate of annihilation, 
She would, neverthelefs have found 
fome degree of fatisfaction, even 
in her infenfibility, but that truth, 
whom fhe could not filence, fre. 
quently reminded her that: the dif. 
folution of her dominion was neag 
at hand, when the powers he had 
difmifled for the prefent would 
return with increafed vigour, and 
be her perpetual torment; ever 
ftinging her with the keeneft re- 
proaches for having governed them 
fo ill during her ftate of probation, 
and waited the only. opportunity of 
becoming Aafpy. I obferved, with 
great furprife, that fhe had lof 
much of the /pirituality of her na- 
ture, and had become condenfed, 
as it were, into mere infin@. 1 
fcarce knew her to be onc of us, 
Her habitation, for it could not be 
called a palace, was in a very 
alarming condition. An innunda- 
tion highly corrofive, had infinue 
ated itfelf into every apartment, 
defiled the very feat of majefty,and 
undermined the foundation of the 
whole edifice; which tottered on 
its bafe, and feemed juft ready to 
fall in fudden ruin. 

Raving gone thus far, I had an 
an inclination to vifit the foul’s re- 
fidence in its laft ftate: By an ef- 
fort of imagination I pierced the 

ave, and entered the pineal glan¢ 
of a body lately depofited. But 
defcription here would be highly 
difgufting. Every thing infpired 
horror and difmay. The hiflings 
of putrid fermentation, the crack- 
ings of the cordage, and the burft- 
ing of cataraéis, founded through 
the hollow fabric, and filled me 
with inconceivable terror. But 
what alarmed me moft was a gentle 


ofcillation I perceived beginning 
an 
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in the heart, and at the fame time 
felt myfelf conftrained as it were 
fecret influence, like a perfon op- 
prefled with an incubus. I feared 
a connection might be formed by 
my prefence. With a violent exer- 
tion, however, I broke the charm, 
and leaving this loathfome fcene, 
relumed, with pleafure, my own 
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body. What concurred to affitt 
my own efforts for an efcape wos 
the found of a fife and drum, which 
juft then pafled my window, and 
by calling my attention, put an 
end to this ilrange revery. 
Philadelphia. 
ce 


A. B. 





POETICAL ESSAYS. 


Tothe Pusrisner of the PENNSYLVANIA 
MAGAZINE. 


Sik, 
AS the flowery feafan is approaching, 
Thave an inclination to prefent you with 
an early nofegay for your entertaining 
Magazine. And,as my own garden is but 
indifferently ftocked, 1 will take the li- 
berty of tranfp/anting from that elegant 
cultivator of blooming beauties, old 
Anacreon ; happy if I could but teach 
his exotics to flourifh in our lefs kindly 
climate: or, in other words, if I could but 
make the Old Grecian fpeak, in Englifh. 
ith the fame expreflive elegance an4 
fimplicity, for which his ades have been, 
during fo many ages, the delight and 
admiration of every country, where po- 
lite learning has been cherifhed. 

To confefs the truth, I have fo often 
amufed myfelfin this way, that I have 
aready tranflated moft of his odes, or 
tae given them fuch a parapbrafe, as I 
thought would preferve his principal 
beauties, without retaining his }/ameable 
levities ; for it muft be owned that he 
Sometimes indulges his playful fancy in 
fach extravagances as would be inexcuf- 
able now, however they may have been 
tolerated by the morality of his age and 
country. This obfervation, however, is 
but feldom applicabie as a charge againft 
the Odes of Anacreon. Bacchusand Venus, 
the Loves and the Graces, are indeed his 
Deities ; but, in general, he celebrates 
them more chafely and foberly than ma- 
ny of the modern poets: and it, at any 
time, I find him exhibiting thofe deities 
in an exceptionable drefs, I take the li- 
berty to (trip them of their boul ler-kucts, 
and other forbidden ornantents. 

Vou. If. 


It has been often remarked, that a 
tranflation ought to have the air of an 
original; in order to which it is necef- 
fary, that an author, who has written 
in Greek, for inftance, when he is to be 
clad in an Englith dieis, fhould be made 
to exprefs his fentiments, not by an ex- 
aét verfion of words and phrafes, which 
would be often impoflible, and always 
aukward and inelegant, but in fuch len- 
guage as we may fuppote he would have 
ufed, had he written in Englifh inftead 
of Greek. This, you: may therefore 
fuppote, has been my aim, and I flatter 
mytelf that | have fometimes hit the 
mark. Ihave alio made che meafure of 
my verfe as nearly the fame with that of 
the original, as our Englith verfification 
will admit, which, | think, has not 
been done before, by tranflator of Ana- 
creon. 

But I am unawares writing a preface, 
as if | were going to fend you the whole 
book, ready furnifhed with critical re- 
marks, and /earned annotations; while I 
only intended a few lines by way of in- 
troducing a fpecimen or two of what 
fach a book may be expected to contain, 
But, fince I have gore fo far, 1 will far- 
ther confefs to you, as a bookfeller, and 
to the public, that if my fampis (for I 
propotfe hereafter to fend you eme o- 
thers) thould meet with a favourable ree 
ception, I may perhaps be tempted to 
prepare an Englith edition of Anacreon 
for the prefs. But. at the fame time, 
the gentlemen bookiellers will pleafe to 
obferve, that, if I frould thus venture 
abroad in the open field, J thal] expeé 
to reap fomething fubftantial, by my la- 
bour, in cultivatiog chis beautiful! fpot of 
antiquity. For, if mere empty fame were 

a a te 
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be the only price at market, vai as | am, 
my little {tock of produce thould conti- 
nue hid in my own granary. ——What 
an unworthy fentiment! how unpoetic ul! 
how unfit for an admirer of Anacreon, 
above all others! Why, as to that, may 
it pleafe your generofizy, moft worthy and 
fentimental reader, kam not fo fanguine 
as to imagine, that, if had fucceeded 
to ablolute perfefion in my tranflation, J 
fhould therefore be advanced toa feat 
upon Parnaflus, much higher than thofe 
which are pofleffed by Milton, Pope, Ad- 
difon, or the Dean of St. Patricks! Thefe 
poets were, indeed, great imitators and, 
fometimes, tranflators of the ancients ; 
but, in general, they were chiefly and 
more immediately indebted to nature 
herfelf, for the fublime and elegant en- 
tertainment which they have furnifhtd 
for their guefts. But my little work is 
only a fecond-hand piece, which I have 
imported from a diftant country; and 
therefore, as my expectations of praife 
can at moft be but very moderate, J 
choofe to make fome profit by my voyage. 
You will fay, that the title of a writer 
to profit, fhould be proportionable to 
his merit, and therefore the more praife 
he earns, the more he is intitled to ex- 
pect as the fruits of his labour. How 
comes it, then, that to this day no one 
can tell where Homer himfelf was born ? 
Here, again, you will anfwer, becaufe 
his exalted reputation made different 
countries ambitious of the honour of hav- 
ing given him birth. Put I fancy that 
if he had been poffcfled of an eftate in 
terra firma in any country, we fhould 
have found it eafy enough to afcertain 
the place of bis original. The rich are 
not fo obfcure. And, after all, as I 
have no more terra firma than Homer 
had, even all his reputation would be of 
little or no fervice to me; for, though I 
have no eftate, 1 have a wife and chil- 
dren, and unlefs I can get fomething for 
them by Anacreon, | thall be apt to think 
I have been robbing them of what they 
had a right to, whenever I devoted my 
time to this fruit/e/s amufement. 

One of the odes which I now fend you, 
has, I confefs, been already publithed in 
a news-paper, bya friend of mine, fome 
years ago; but it has been lately revifed 
and confiderably altered, and is now, in 
my own opinion at leaft, a more faithful 
tranflation than it was at firft, and in 
other refpects, lefs unworthy of the ori- 
ginal. And befides, though fome of 
your readers may perhaps remember to 
have feen it before, yet to moft of them 
I fuppofe it will be new. 


One ufe of a periodical publication fe 
to give literary adventurers an opportu- 
nity of trying their ftrength, before they 
venture abroad by themfelves; and I 
have taken the liberty, as you fee, te 
make this ufe of your Magazine; though 
I muft acknowledge that I am in fome 
doubt whether I have not fhamefully 
trefpafled upon your patience, and that 
of your readers, by taking up fo much 
of your room upon fo trifling a fubjeét. 
I therefore leave it with yourfelf, either 
to publith or fupprefs what I have write 
ten, as you may think proper. If you 
conclude it worth while to infert my ad- 
vertifement, I fhall confider it as an in- 
Vitation to fend you fome other famples 
of thefe odes im an Englifh paraphrafe, 
In the mean time, f with your Magazine 
may continue to meet with fuccefs, and 
that you may never be in want of better 
materials than what you now receive 
from 


April 6. 


Your humble fervant, 
Hermes, 


The Thirty-Seventh Ove of ANACREOR, 


O, fpring returns! The Graces 
* Expand the rofe again ! 
And not a wave defaces 
The bofom of the main! 


See how the ducks are fwimming, 
The cranes in troops convene; 

The fun is brightly beaming, 
And all the tky ferene ! 


“ihe labourer quits his dwelling, 
To till the fmiling foil, 
The olive-buds are {welling 


To pay his chearful toil. 
. The 


* Anacreon lived in a country where 
the rofe appeared much earlie: than it 
does among us. In this refpeét, and in 
the particulars of olive-buds and bloom- 
ing vines, his ode is a defcription of fuch 
a {pring as we can never expect to fee in 
our climate. But let imagination tran- 
fport us to the region which the poct in- 
habited, and we thal! admire the beauti- 
ful fimplicity and truth of his defcript!- 
on, which takes in only thofe circum- 
ftances that were peculiar to the feafon 
which he celebrates—the early rofe; the 
the ocean newly fettled into a placid 
calm; the ducks beginning to fport upon 
the water; the cranes, thofe birds of 
paflage, returning with the feafon; the 
bright ferenity of the fky; the plow-man 
begininng the labours of the year; the 
olive-buds beginning to fwell, and the 
vine putting forth her tender leaf. 
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The vine her leaf produces, 
And, throwgh each tender fhoot, 


The richly-flowing juices, 
Ate blooming into fruit. 


The Third Ove. 


WHEN midnight, black and dreary 


Was brooding 0’er the deep, 
And, all fupine and weary, 
Mankind lay ftretch’d afleep. 


When Love alone was waking, 
The knocker fhook my gate: 

I, ftarting, cried—what raking 
Mad fellow calls fo late ? 


“* Pray, tarry not an inftanrt, 
“ Nor fear to let me in; 

* Tam a haplefs infant, 
“ Wet dripping to the fkin! 


“ The night fo dark and chilly ! 
“It never will be day’ 

* And I, fo young and filly, 
“ Alas, have loft my way 


in hafte, to light a candle 
And let him in, I rofe, 

With pity prompt to dandle 
And luli him to repofe. 


I open’d—and admitted 
A boy, indeed, but lo! 
I found the urchin fitted 
With quiver, wings, and bow! 


But what alarm of danger 
Could fuch an elf infpire? 

I plac’d the little ftranger 
Before a blazing fire; 


And near the fairy feated, 
With fond and tender eare, 
His hands in mine J heated, 
And wrung his dripping hair. 


But, foon as I had brought him 
To genial warmth again, 

His armour, he bethought him, 
Had been bedew'd with rain. 


And, mincing like a baby, 

* Let'stry ‘em, for, you know, 
“ This difmal weather, may be, 

** Has hurt my little bow!” 


He faid, and from his quiver 
A flaming arrow drew, 

Which through my burning liver 
Like darted lightning flew! 


And, like a wounded {parrow, 
I hung my droopiag head ;' 

For through my very marrow, 
The venom quickly {pread! 


The traitor—-who had a@ted 
So well the carmlefs boy, : 
Now iaugh’d like ont diftraéted, 
And cned, ‘ O give me joy! 
** My bow retains a fitnefs 
** An arrow itill to dart, 
** You'll find the wound a witnefs 
** That rankles at your heart!” 





For the PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE 
Ope fo Sprinc. 
ACH youthful bard chaunts forth @ 


verte, 

To {pring’s refulgent beam ; 

His firlt eflays her charms rehearfe, 
And harmonize his theme. 

Yet not thy guady garb, gay maid, 
Alone infjires my fong; 

Nor by thy {plendid drefs betray’d, 
Would I thy ftay prolong. 


But after winter’s dark domain, 
‘Lo view all nature bleom ; 
To watch the vegetable train, 
Burit from their frozen tomb : 
Thofe hint the thought that after death, 
Develop’d of earth’s clay, 
When | refign my tranfient breath, 
I {halt awake to day. 


For fure the faplefs lifelefs bufh, 


As dead and torpid feems, 
As the pale corpfe, where no faint blufh 


With life’s laft current gleams. 
Cold as the virgin’s marble face, 
The {now-clad rofe appears 5 
You there no vivid luftre trace, 

It droops with wintry tears. 


The grove, the foreft, and the hill, 
That did bleak ruin fhow, iSGs 
Now fhade the murmuring tinkling rill, 

That juft begins to flow. 
A great and animating change, 
On every fide is feen; 
A noble type how fouls thall range 


When death has drawn life’s {Creen. 
AURELIA, 


April 8. 1776. 





EpieraM on an Qld Maid, who married 
"her Servant. 
LUTO, ’tis faid, the maiden-heads, 
Of ancient virgins feizes, , 
‘When from their worn-out bodies, death 
‘The imprifon’d fouls releafes. 
So, Lucy, you were furely right, 
Wlicn to your man you gave it ; 
*T was better far to give it him, 
‘Than let the devil have it. 


Az For 
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For tue PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE. 
A Sone on the Times. 


To the Tune of the Sweeper, Though I fweep to and fro, &e. 


Y mufe now thy a‘d and a eee we claim, 
N Whilft freedom, dear freedom, affords us a theme ; 
Invok'd, be propitious, nor madly forbear, 
When a theme that’s fo facred fhould ring far and near. 
Cuorvs. 
Oh! let freedom and friendhhip for ever remain, 
Nor th t rafcal draw breath who would forge us a chain. 
I. 
As our fathers have fought, and our grandfathers bled, 
And many a hero now fleeps with the dead; 
Let us nobly defend what they bravely maintain’d, 
Nor fuffer our fons to be fetter’d and chain’d. 
Cuno. Oh! let freedom, &c. 
il. 
The lion, the wolf, and the tyger may prey, 
Each beatt of the foreft, though worfe {till than they, 
May be brought as examples, yet where can we find 
One fo cruel as {porting to kill their own kind. 
Cuo. QO! let freedom, &e. ~~ 
IV. 
Yet Britons beware of the curfe you maintain, 
Your fons and your offspring we all ftill remain 3 
Behold the moit favage, and there you may fee 
Their offspring more tenderly treatee than we. 
Cuo. O! let freedom, &c. 
V. 
Though our foes may look on, and our friends may admire, 
How a Bute, ora Nerth, fhould fet nations on fire; 
Yet Satan when fuffer’d his madnefs to vent, 
In meanett of manfions fure pitches his tent. 
Cxo. Oh! Ict freedom, &c. - 
VI. 
Shall freedom, that bleffing fent down from above, 
A manifeft mark of God’s wonderful love, 
Be left at his will who delights to annoy, 
Whote pleafure is nougbt but to kill and deftroy ? 
Cuo. OQ! let freedom, &c. 
VII. 
Forbid it, ye gods, who prefide o’er the land! 
Forbid it, ye genii, who rule with the wand ! 
Forbid it, ye heroes, whoever draws breath! 
Nor dread in the combat to rufh upon death. 
Cuo. O! let freedom, &c. 


Viwt. 
May our king be as wife as we mortals expect « 
Each rafcal from council’ then boldly tied, . 
May his life be as good, and his reign be as great 
As ever was Solomon’s wonderful ftate. i 
Cuo O! let freedom, &c. 


1X. 
Then curft be the foes of our birth-right, fo dear: 
May they never find comfort nor happinefs here! 
oe ee 8 o the earth may they ftray, 
olhelterd by night, and 
Cuo. O! let freedom, &e. mais nha ate 


x. Let 























POETICAL ESSAY6&, 
X. 
Let fingular bleffings America crown ; 
May the Congrefs be bleft with immortal renown 3 
Each colony live in the true filterly peace, 
Whilft harmony, honour, and riches increafe. 
Cao. Oh! lIct freedom, &c. 






















The following Letter and Verses, were written by the famous Phillis Wheatley, the 
African Poete/s, and prefented to his Excellency Gen. Wathington. 
SIR, 
Have taken the freedom to addrefs your Excellency in the enclofed poem, 
and entreat your acceptance, though I am not infenfible of its.inaceuracies. Your 
being appointed by the Grand Continental Congrefs to be Generalifflimo of the 
armies of North America, together with the fame of your virtues, excite fenfations 
not eafy to fupprefs. Your generofity, therefore, J preiume, will pardon the ate 
tempt. Wifhing your Excellency all poffible fuccefs in the great caufe you are fo gee 
neroufly engaged in. Iam, 
Your Excellency’s moft obedient humble fervant, 
Providence, OF. 26,1775. Puittis WHeaTtey, 
His Excellency Gen. Wajhiagton. 





















































Eleftial choir! enthron’d in realms of light, 
Columbia’s fcenes of glorious toils | write. 

While freedom’s caufe her anxious breaft alarms, 
She flathes dreadful in refulgent arms. 
See mother earth her offspring’s fate bemoan, 
And nations gaze at fcenes before unknown! 
See the bright beams of heaven’s revolving light 
Involved in forrows and the veil of night! 

The godde{s comes, fhe moves divinely fair, 
Olive and laurel binds her golden hair: 
Wherever fhines this native of the tkies, 
Unnumber’d charms and recent graces rife. 

Mufe! bow propitious while my pen relates 
How pour her armies through a thoufand gates: 
As when Eolus heaven’s fair face deforms, 
Enwrapp'd in tempeft and a night of ftorms ; 
Aftonith’d ocean feels the wild uproar, 

The refluent furges beat the founding fhore ; 
Or thick as leaves in Autumn’s golden reign, 
Such, and fo many, moves the warrior’s train. 
In bright array they feek the work of war, 
Where high unfurl’d the enfign waves in air. 
Shail lto Wathington their praise recite ? 
Enough thou know’ft them in the fields of fight. 
Thee, firft in place and honours,—we demand 
The grace and glory of thy martial band. 
Fam'd for thy valour, for thy virtues more, 
Hear every tongue thy guardian aid implore! 

One century fcarce perform’d its deftin'd round, 
When Gallic powers Columbia’s fury found ; 
And fo may you, whoever dares difgrace 
. The land of freedom’s heaven-defended race! 
Fix’d are the eyes of nations on the fcales, 

For in their hopes Columbia’s arm prevails. 
Anon Britannia droops the penfive head, 
While round increafe the rifing hills of dead. 
Ah! cruel blindnefs to Columbia’s ftate! 
Lament thy thirft of boundlefs power too late, 

Proceed, great chief, with virtue on thy fide, 
Thy ev'ry aétion let the goddets guide. 

A crown, a manfion, and a throne that thine, 


; ‘ ! be thine. 
With gold unfading, Wasnincron MONTHLY 
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NEW-ENGLAND. 

The Atdrefi of the Hon. Council and Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, te bis Excellency 
George Wahiington, Ej7; General and 
Commander in Chief of the forces of the 
United Colonies. 

May it pleafe your Exceilency, 

HEN the liberties of America 

were attacked by the violent 

hand of oppreflion—when troops hottile 
to the rights of humanity, invaded this 
colony, feized our capital, and fpread 
havoc and deftruétion around it—when 
our “virtuous fons were murdered, and 
our houfes deftroyed by the troops of 
Britain the inhabitants of this, and 
the other American Colonies, impelled 
by felf-prefervation and the love of tree- 
dom, forgetting their domeftic concerns, 
determined refolutcly and usitedly to 
oppofe the fons of tyranny. 

Convinced of the vaft importance of 
having a gentleman of great military ac- 
complifhmerts, to difcipline, lead, and 
conduct the forces of the Colonies, it 
gave us the greateft fatisfaction to hear 
that the Hon. Cougrefs of the United 
Colonies, had made choice of a gentle- 
man thus qualified, who leaving the 
pleatures of domeftic and rural life, was 
realy to undertake the arduous tafk. 
And your nubly declining to accept the 
pecuniary emoluments annexed to this 
high office, fully evinced to us that a 
warm regard to the facred rights of hu- 
manity, and fincere love to your coun- 
try, folely influenced you in the accep- 
tance of this important truft. 

From your acknowledged abilities as a 
foldicr, and your virtues in public and 
private life, we had the mott picafing 
hopes; but the fortitude and equanimity 
fo con{picuous in your condudt; the wit- 
dom of your councils; the mild, yet 
firi& government of the army; your 
attention to the civil conftitution of this 
colony; the regard you have at all times 
fhewn for the lives and health of those 
under your command, the fatigues you 
have with chearfulnefs endured ; the re- 
gard you have ‘hewn for the prefervati- 
on of our metropolis, amd the great ad- 
drefs with which our military operations 
have been condutted, have exceeded our 
moft fanguine expectations, and demand 
the warmeft returns of gratitude, 

The fupreme ruler of the univerfe hay- 





ing fmiled on eur arms, and crowned 
your labours with remarkable faccefs s 
we are now, without that effafion of 
blood, we fo much wifhed to avoid, a 
gain in the quict poffeflion of our capital; 
the wifdom and prudence of thefe moves 
ments, which have obliged the enemy to 
abandon our metropolis, will ever be 
remembered by the inhabitants of this 
colony. 

May you ftill go on approved by hea- 
ven, revered by all good men, and 
dreaded by thofe tyrants who claim their 
fellow men as their property. May the 
United Colonies be defended from flaw 
very by your victorious arms. May they 
{till fee their enemies flying before you: 
and (the deliverance of your country be- 
ing effected) may you, in retirement, en- 
joy that peace and fatisfaétion of mind, 
which always attends the good and great: 
And may future generations, in the 
peaceful enjoyment of that freedom, the 
exercife of which your fword fhall have 
e(tablithed, raife the richeft and moft 
lafting monuments to the name of 
WasuInGrTon ! 

His Excellency’s Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Return you my moft fincere and 

hearty thanks, for your polite ad- 
drefs; and feel myfelf called upon by 
every principle of gratitude, to acknow- 
ledge the honour you have done me in 
this teftimonial of your approbation of 
my appointment to the exalted {tation 
I now fill; and what is more pleafing, of 
my conduét in the difchasging its im- 
portant duties. i 

When the councils of the Britifh nati- 
on had fermed a plan for enflaving Ame- 
rica, and depriving her fons of their mo 
facred and invaluable privileges, againtt 
the cleareft remon{trances of the contti- 
tution, of juftice, and of truth; and to 
execute their fchemes, had appealed to 
the fword, I efteemed it my duty to take 
a part in the conteft, and more efpecial- 
ly, when called thereto by the unfolicited 
fuffrages of the reprefeutatives of a free 
people; wifhing for no other reward, 
than that arifing from a confcientious 
difcharge of the important truft, and 
that my fervices might contribute to the 
eftablifhment of freedom and peace, upon 
4 permanent foundation, and merit the 
applaufe of my countrymen, and every 
Virtuous citizen, 4 Your 
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Your profeffions of my attention to 
the civil conftitution of this colony, whilft 
aéting in the line of my department, alfo 
demand my gratefulthanks. A regard 
to every provincial inftitution, where not 
incompatible with the common intereft, 
jhold a principal of doty and of policy, 
and fhall ever form a part of my conduct, 
Had I not learnt this before the happy 
experience of the advantages refulting 
from a friendly intereourfe with your 
honourable body, their ready and will- 
ing concurrence to aid and to counfel 
whenever called upon in cafes of difficul- 
ty and emergency, would have taught 
me the ufeful leffon. 

. That the metropolis of your colony is 
now relieved from the cruel and oppref- 
five invafion of thofe who were fent to 
ere&t the ftandard of lawle1s domination, 
and to trample on the rights of humani- 
ty, and is again open and free for its 
rightful poffeflors, mutt give pleafure to 
every virtuous and fympathetic heart, 
and being effected without the blood of 
our foldiers and fellow-citizens, mutt be 
afcribed to the inter pofition of that Pro- 
vidence, which has manifeftly appeared 
in our behalf through the whole of this 
important ftruggle, as weli as to the 
meafures purfued for bringing about the 
happy event. 

- May that Being who is powerful to 
fave, and in whofe hands is the fate of 
nitions, look down with an eye of ten- 
der pity and compaffion, upon the whole 
of the United Coionies; may he conti- 
nue to {mile upon their counfels and 
arms, anl crowa them with fucceis, 
whilft employed in the cau‘e of virtue 
and of mankind. May this diftrefled 
colony and its capital, and every part of 
this wide extended Continent, through 
his divine favour, be re{tored to: more 
than their former lu(tre and once happy 
fate, and have peace, liberty, and fate- 
ty, fecured upon a folid, permament, and 
lafting foundation. 

Gsorce WASHINGTON. 

An addrefs from the Select mea of 
Bolton was alfo prefented to his Excel- 
lency, to which he returned a very polite 
anfwer, 

Boftor, April 1. The following is a 
true lift of the ftores, &c. left by the 
minifterial troops, on their evacuating 
this place. 

TOO pieces of cannon in the town, 
from nine to thirty-two pounders. 

100 do. at the ca/tle, 

4 Mortars, 13 1-2 inches, two of 
them with beds, weighing five tofis each, 
* 2392 Chaidrons of sea-coal. 


25000 Buthcls of wheat. 

1300 Bufhels of barley, 

600 Subhels of oats, 

100 Jars of oil, containing one barrel 
cachy 

150° Horfes, marked G. R. 

A pember of cannon and mortars have 
been fince difcovered in the water. 

Immediately upon the Brisifi troops 
evacuating the town of Bofton,: a part 
of the Continental army marehed for 
New-York. 

Upwards of thirty fail of veffels- were 
ordered for trial at a court of admi- 
ralty to be held this month, having been 
taken by our cruifers, with cargoes on 
board for the uf of the enemies of the 
United Colonies. 

April 4. The body of Major General 
Warren was found about three feet under 
ground on Bunker’s hill. It was after- 
wards carried to Bofton, and on the 8th 
inftant was re-interred with all the. ho- 
nours due to his rank. 

NEW-YOR Kk. 

April 2. This night a party of about 
150 of our troops landed on Bedlow’s 
ifland, about two miles from this cit, 
and deftreyed fome works that had been 
ereéted there by the crew of the Afia, 
and brought off with them fomein- 
trenching tools, poultry, &c. : 

Aprii 3. Avrived here from the camp 
at Cambridge, Brigadier Gen. Putnam 
and the evening before Col. Mifflin Quar- 
ter Mafter General, arrived here from 
the fame place. 

General Putnam, commander in chief 
at New-York, has given pofitive orders 
that the minifterial fleet there fhall no 
longer be fupplied with provifions, and 
that all communication betwixt them 
and the fhore be entirely flopped. 

April 7. The rifle-men ftationed on 
Staten-Hland, nine miles from this city, 
had received intelligence, that the Sa- 
vage floop of war, had come as near the 
fhore as they could with fafety, and had 
fent on fhore two boats, with a number 
of men. The riflemen immediately came 
in fight of the crew, who began to fly to 
their boats; but the riflemen out ran 
them, furrounded the men, took ten of 
them prifoners, and ‘ecured one of their 
boats, the other pufhed off, with two 
men inat; one of the ridemen fired at 
it, and killed one of the men. The Sa- 
vage kept up a continual fire for fome 
hours, without the leaft hurt to our men. 
who lay fnug behind the rocks, and at 
proper intervals fired upon the thip with 
fuch fuceefs, that in a few hours not one 
maa appeared on deck. ‘ihe tender yin 
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her cable, and.the fhip cut hers, and both 
fell down with the tide. 

April 8. This night a thoufand of the 
Continental troops took pofleflion of 
the Governor's ifland, and began to for- 
tify it; fame night a regiment went to 
Red-Hook, and fortified that place like- 
wile. 

April 13. His Excellency Gen. Wath- 
ington arrived here this day from Cam- 
bridge, attended by —— Palfrey, Eiq; 
his Aid-de-camp, Horatio Gates, E1q; 
Adjutant-General, &c. 

New-York is fortifying in the ftrongeft 
manner, and is under the regulations of 
a garrifoned town. 

GEORGIA. 

Savannah, Feb. 15. The provincial Con- 
gréfs proceeded to the clection of Dele- 
gates to reprefent this province in the 
Grand Continental Congrefs, when on 
elofing the poll, it appeared that Archi- 
bald Bullock, John Houftoun, Lyman 
Hall, Button Gwinnet, and George Wal- 
ton, Efgrs; were duly eleéted, and de- 
clared Delegates accordingly. 

A fleet of five fail of men of war, be- 
fides armed fchooners and tenders, ap- 
peared off Savannah harbour, the begin- 
ning of March laft, befides feveral tranf- 
ports having a good number of troops 
aboard. It was expected they would at- 
tempt to land; therefore the neceflary 
difpofitions were made to prevent them. 
The foldiers got on board tome merchant 
veflels, thereby intending to efcape the 
vigilance of the provincials; fome fufpi- 
cions, however, of this were entertained, 
and the Provicial Congrefs fent captain 
Rice, who commanded a boat of obfer- 
vation, aboard thefe veflels, tu order their 
tigging athore; but he was detained a- 
board, as alfo two other gentlemen who 
went aboard to demand fome rice, which 
the minifterial troops had feized. ‘This 
action {0 contrary to all the principles 
which cement fociety, produced a gene- 
ral difcharge from our field-pieces and 
intrenchments, and as fmart a return 
from the thipping: the firing lafted from 
twelve till four o’clock, and not a man 
of ours was wounded, though feve-al of 
the enemy were feen to fall. About four 
o'clock a council was called, and they de- 
termined to have the veflels burnt ; and 
iffued orders to Col. M‘Intoth according- 
ly, whereupon the Invernefs, loaded with 
rice and deer tkins to the amount of 
15,000 |. was fet on fire, and cut loofe. 
Upon this the foldiers, in the moft laugh- 
able confufion, got afhore in the marfh: 
while our rifle-men and field pieces, with 
grape thot, were galling them. inceflant - 

y- The thipping were now alfo in con- 
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fulion, fome got up the river un 
of an armed {chooner, whileothers exp 
the flame, and, as night approached, ex. 
hibited fuch a fcene, which in any other 
but the prefent would have been ¢ 
horrible. Since this defeat the enemy 
have begun to plunder the gentlemen's 
plantations in the neighbourhood, 
SOUTHCAROLINA, 

Charlejtown, Feb.24. The Provincial 
Congrefs has appointed the following 
gentlemen to be Delegates to reprefent 
this province in the Hon. Continental 
Congres, viz. John Rutledge, Thomas 
Lynch, Edward Rutledge, and Thomas 
Heyward, Efqrs; 

March 2. ‘The Provincial Congrefs if- 
fued an order to Stephen Bull, Efg; Cor 
lonel, to march to Georgia, with a bate 
talion of the Carolina forces, in order to 
act in aid of their brethren in that pro- 
vince. 

_ March 7.The Provincial Congrefs took 
into their confideration and prepared fuch 
a form of government, as they judged 
would beft continue the happinefs of the 
people, and effeétuaily fecure good order 
in the province; and have appointed 
John Rutledge, Efg. Governor, Henry 
Laurens, Efq; Lieutenant-Governor, and 
William Henry Drayton, Efq; Chief 
Juftice. They have alfo fecured the ef- 
tate and effects of John Stuart, Efq; fu- 
perintendaut of Indian affairs, he having 
been found guiity of {piriting up the la- 
diansagainit us, with other mifdem eanors. 

Charleftown is defended by upwards 
of 130 pieces of cannon, from 26 to 9 
pounders, mounted on thirteen forts, 
batteries, and baftions; with Continent- 
al and Provincial battalions. Three arm 
ed veflels are likewife fitted out; the thip 
Profper, mounting 24 guns, the brig 
Comet, of 16 guns, and the fchooner 
Defence of 12 guns. The two latter are 
to join the Continental ficet. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

March 22. Lift of the articles takea 
in the late battle of Moore’sCreck Bridge. 

1500 Ride-guns, all excellent pieces. 

2 Medicine cheits, one of them valued 
at 300 |. fterl. 

1 Box containing half Johanneffes and 
Englith guineas. 

13 Waggons, with complete {ets of 
hories. 

350 Guns and thot bags. 

150 Swords aud durks. 

Prifoners. One Brigadier General, one 
Aid-de-camp, fix Colonels, one Major, 
fourteen Captains, with a number of 
Lieutenants, Enfigns, &c. eight hundred 
and fifty common foldiers, who were dif 
armed and diicharged. 
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_ We have flying parties out, taking the 
ring-leaders and all fafpected pertons, 
throughout the whole back country. 
March 23. There are lying in Cape- 
Fear river, the Scorpion of 24 guns, and 
the Raven of 18 guns, the Cruifer of 10 
pans, afew tranfports with 400 men on 
board, and fome prizes. ‘The ships of 
war and tranfports have on board a 
vat quantity of warlike ftores and mili- 
tary apparatus, which were to have been 
put into the hands of the late infurgents. 
The enemy frequently land in {mall 
parties to pillage and carry off flaves. 
Brunfwick is totally deferted, and the 
principal inhabitants have left Wilming- 
ton, and the provincials are making the 
neceflary diipofitions to defend it, in cafe 
ei an attack. 
VIRGINIA. 

Williamfourgh, April 8. Capt, Barron 
is arrived in town with difpatches from 
the Secretary of State for Gov. Eden of 
Meryland, which he took from on board 
a finali vefiel that had been fent by Lord 
Denmore to carry them to Annapolis. 

The packet contained three letters ; 
the firft is dated Nov. 10. contains no- 
thing material; the fecond, of Dec. 23. 
aflures him of his Majefty’s being deter- 
mined, in concurrence with his Parlia- 
ment, to purfue the moft vigorous mea- 
fures for reducing his rebellious fubjeéts 
in North-A merica ; the third letter, be- 
ing the moft interefting, is as follows : 
Six, Whitehall, Dec. 23, 1775. 

LT was not till the 27th of Novem- 
ber, that your difpatch to Lord Dart- 
mouth of the 27th of Auguft, was re- 
ceived here, when I had tlie honour of 
laying it before the king ; and I have it 
i command from his Majefty to exprefs 
to you his Majefty’s approbation of your 
zeal for the public fervice, and of the 
unalterable attachment you have fhewn 
to his perfon and goverment, from the 
fit commencement of the prefent un- 
happy difputes, which have involved bis 
Majefty’s faithful fervants in the colo- 
nies in difficulties and diftrefs, that are 
enly to be equalled by the fortitude with 
which they are born. 

Your letter contains a great deal of 
very ufeful information, and your confi- 
dental communication of the chara¢ters 
of individuals; more efpecially of fuch as 
some over ito England, is of great ad- 
Vantage ; and you may reft aflured, that 
¢very pofflible precaution wil! be ufed that 
No part of your letcer fhail tranfpire. 

_An armament, confifting of feven re- 
fiments, with a fleet of frigates and 
imail thips, ig now in readineis to pro- 

Vou. IL 


ceed to the fouthern colonies, in order to 
attempt the reftoration of legal govern 
ment in that part of America. It will 
preceed in the firft place, to N. Cagolina, 
then to S. Carolina or Virginia,as cireum- 
{tances of greater or lefs advantage fhall 
point out If tothe Jatter,it may have very 
important confeqaences to the colony une 
der your government; and therefore, you 
will do well to confider-of every means 
by which you may, in conjunétion with 
Lord Dunmore, give facility and affift- 
ance to its operations. Iam, Sir, 

Your mott obedient humble fervant, 

Gro, G£ExMAIN, 
Deputy-Governor Eden. 

Apri/ 13. Lord Dunmore has iffued a 
proclamation, forbidding goods of any 
kind being fold to perfons on thore, on 
pegalty of imprifonment to the feller, 
and forfeitfure of the vefiel and cargoe 
t6 which they belonged. 

His Excellency Gen. Lee, arrived at 
Willianfburgh, on the 29th of March 
attended by ®iway Bird, and Lewis 
Morris, Efgrs; his aid-de-camps, Mr. 
Nourfe his fecretary, M. Le Brun, ene 
gineer, &c. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
In CONGRESS. March 6, 1776. 

Refolved, That any goods, wares, and 
merchandizes, ¢xcept ftaves and empty 
cafks, other than thaken or knock’d 
down caiks for molafles, may be ex- 
ported from the Thirteen United Colo- 
nies, by the inhabitants thereof, and 
by the people of all fuch countries as are 
not fubject to the King of Great Britain, 
to any parts of the world, which are not 
under the dominion of the faid Kings 
Provided that no veflel be permitted to 
export any greater number of fhaken or 
kaock’d down molafles eafks, than the 
fame veffel is capable of carrying, when 
they fhall be filled with molafles. 

Refolvcd, That any gopds, wares, and 
merchandize, except fach as are of the 
growth, produétion, and manufacture 
of, or brought from any country under 
the dominion of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, and except Eaft-India tea, may be 
imported from any other parts of the 
world, to the Thirteen United Colonies, 
by the inhabitants thereof, and by the 
people of all fych countries, as are ‘not 
fubjeéts to the faid King, liable however 
to all fuch duties and impofitions, as now 
are or hereafter may be laid by any of 
the faid Colonies. 

Refolved, That nothing herein con- 
tained fhall be underftood to prevent 
fuch. future commercial regulations ‘as 


fhall be thought juft and neceflary by 
2B theie 
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thefe United Colonies, or their refpec- 
tive legiflatures. 

Refolved, That no flaves be imported 
into any of the Thirteen United Colo- 
nies. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to 
the Affemblies and Conventions in the 
feveral Colonies to appoint ‘proper offi- 
cers at convenient places in their refpec- 
tive Colonies, to take bonds in adequate 
penalties, for obferving the regulations 
made by the Congrefs, or Aflemblies, or 
Conventions, concerning trade, and for 
fecuring the obfervation of fuch parts 
parts of the affociation as are not in- 


confiftent therewith, and that the ob- 


ligor thall within eighteen morths after 
the departure of the veflel, produce to 
fuch officers, a certificate under the 
hands and feals of two or three reputable 
merchants refiding at the port or place 
where the cargo fhall be delivered, that 
the fame was there unladed, and take 
manifefts upon oath of the cargoes ex- 
ported and imported, and keep fair ac- 
counts and entries thereof, give bills of 
health when defired, grant regifters 
fhewing the property of the veffels clear- 
ed out, and fign certificates that the re- 
quifites for qualifying veflels to trade 
have been complied with, and that the 
fees of the faid officers be ftated by the 
refpective aflemblies or Conventions.— 
Provided always, that no profecution 
wpon any of the faid bonds fhall be 
commenced but within three years from 
the date thereof. 

Refolved, That all goods, wares, and 
merchandizé, except fuch as are made 
prize of, which fall be dire€ly or in- 
diredily from Great Britain or Ireland, 
into any of thefe United Colonies, con- 
trary to the regulations eftablithed by 
Congrefs, thall be forfcited and difpofed 
ef agreeable to fuch rulvs as thall be 
made by the feveral Aflemblies or Con- 
ventions, and fhall be liable to profe, 
eution and condemnation in any court 
erefted, orto be erected for the determi- 
nation of maritime affairs in the colony 
where the feizure fhall be made, 

By order of the Congref, 
Joun Hancock, Prefident, 
In fight of the Capes of Virginia, April 7, 

*¢ Gentlemen, r 

** T have the pleafure to acquaint you, 
that at one P. M. I fell in with the floop 
Edward, belonging to the Liverpool fri- 
gite. She engaged us near two glaffes, 
They killed two of our men, and wound- 
ed two more. We fhattered her in a 
terrible manner, as you will fee. We 
killed and wounded feveral. of her crew. 
1 hall give you a particular account of 
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the powder and arms taken out of herp 
as well as my proceedings in general, 3° 
have the happinefs to acquaint you that 
all our people behaved with much cou. 
rage. I am, gentlemen, your humble 
f{ervant, 


OHN BARRY.” 
To the Hon. John scneech : 
Av — v7; ee Marine Committee, 
Lxtract of a letter from Efeck 

Ef; Commander in chief of ey 

can Fleet, to the Prefident of the Con- 

Srefs, dated on board the pip Alfred, 

New London Harbour, April 9, 1776, 

“* When I put to fea, on the 17th of 
February from Cape Henlopen, not 
thinking we were in a condition to keep 
ona cold coaft, I appointed our rendez 
vous at Abacco, one of the Bahama 
iflands. 

** T arrived at the rendezvous in order 
to wait for them fifteen days, agreeable 
to orders. I then formed an expedi- 
tion againft New Providence, which I put 
in execution the third of March, by 
landing two hundred Marines under 
the command of Capt. Nichols, and fifty 
failors under the command of Lieutenant 
Weaver of the Cabot, who was well ac- 
quainted there. The fame day they took 
poffefion of a fmall fort, of feventecr 
pieces of cannon, without any oppofi- 
tion, fave five guns which were fired at 
them, without doing any damage. | 
received that evening an account, that 
they had two hundred and odd men ia 
the main fort, all inhabitants. I then 
caufeda manifefto to be publifhed, the 
purport of which was, that the inhabi- 
tants and their property fhould be fafe, 
if they did not oppofe me in taking pot 
feffion of the fort and king’s ftores. This 
had the deftred effeét, for the inhabitants 
left the fort almoft alone. Captain 
Nicholas by my order, fent to the Go- 
vernor for the keys of the fort, which 
were delivered, and the troops ‘ma 
direétly in, where we found the feveral 
warlike ftores, agreeable to the inven- 
tory inclofed, but the Governor had fent 
ene hundred and fifty barrels of powder 
off in a fall floop the night ‘before. 
i have taken the Governor Montford 
Brown, the Lieutenant-Governor, who 
is a half-pay officer, and Mr. Thomas 
Arwin, who is a Counfellor and Collec 
tor of his Majefty’s quit-rents in So 
Carolina; and it appears by the court 
callendar, that he is alfo Jnfpector-ge 
neral of his Majefty’s Cuftoms of North 
America. Since we came out, we have 
loft company with the Wafp. 

** The 4th inftant we fell in with the 
eaftend of Long-IMand, and took the 
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fdiooner ———— commanded by young 
Wallace, of fix carriage guns, and cight 
fwivels.; and the fifth we took the bomb 
brig of eight guns and two howitzers, 
tea fwivels, and forty eight hands, well 
found with all forts of ftores, arms, 

der. The fixth inthe morning we 
fell in with the Glafgow and her ten- 
der, and engaged her near three hours. 


We loft fix mea killed, and as many 


wounded. The Cabot had four men 
killed and feven wounded, the Captain 
is among the ijatter. The Columbus 
bad one man who loft his arm. We 
received a confiderable damage in our 
fiip, but the greateft was in having 
eur wheel rupe and blocks fhot away, 
which gave the Glafgow time to make 
fail, and I did not think proper to 
follow, as it would have brought cn an 
aétion with the whole of their fleet, and I 
had upwards of thirty of our beft feamen 


on board the prizes. I therefore thought 


it moft prudent to give over the chace, 


and fecure our prizes, and having taken 


the Glaigow’s tender, arrived the 7th 
with all the fleet. 

Among. the dead are Mr. Sinclair 
Seymour, Mafter of the Cabot, a good 
oficer; Ivieut. Wilfon of the Cabot ; 
anc Lieut. Fitzpatrick, of the Alfred. 

The officers all behaved well on board 
the Alfred; but too much praife cannot 


be given to the officers of the Cabot, . 


who gave and fuftained the whole fire 

for fome confiderable time, within 

iftol thot. 

nventory ef Stores, taken at Fort Meu- 
tague, March 3, 1776. 


. 17 cannoa from g to 36 pounders, 


1240 round fhot. 
121 thells. 
81 iron crucks for carriages. 
22 copper hoops. 
2 copper powder meafures. 
I worm. 
t ladle. 
Some old iron, copper, and lead. 
Stores taken at Fort Najfau, March 4. 
71 cannon, from 9 to 32 ponnders. 
‘5 mortars, from 4 to 11 inches dia- 
meter and beds. 
$337 thells. 
9831 round fhot, and 165 chain and 
donble headed ditto. 
140 hand granadoes. 
$16 fuzes or falfe fires. 
99 fponges, rammers, and worms. 
46 copper ladles. 
4°7 copper hoops, and § copper pow- 
der meatures. 
420 Iron trucks for carriages. 
3 bells. 
%4 Catks of powder, 


A guantity of match-rope not weighed, 
2 double blocks with brais fheats. 
r fcale beam, 1 bammer, 3 tanned. 


hides. 


@ boxes of tallow candles. 
4 barrels of flour, 4 ditto bread, 4 
ditto beef. 
Part of a cafk of fpirit, 1 fun-dial, and 
I Englifh flag. 
Publithed by order of Congrefs, 
Cuarces Tuomson, Secretary. 
April 30. 
Regular conftitutional pofts are now 


_eftablithed, under authority of the Cone 


grefs, througheut all the United Co- 
lonies, and the Poft-offices are put 
under the care of gentlemen of honour 
and fidelity, fo that there may in fu- 
ture, be the greateft confidence in cor- 
refpondence. ‘The Poft-office here is to 
be kept, where the Surveyor-general’s 
office lately was ; a mai! will be regular- 
ly difpatched from thence every Friday . 
to the northward, and another every Sa 
turday to the fouthward. 
In ASSEMBLY. 

April 6. The Houfe waited on the 
Governor, in the Council] Chamber, who 
gave his aflent to the following bills, viz. 

‘““An Aé to continue part of an aé& 
made in the eleventh year of his prefent 
Majefty King George the Third, entitled 
*¢ An adt for regulating ahd continuing 
the nightly watch, enlightening the 
ftreets, lanes, and alleys of the city of 
Philadelphia, and for other purpofes 
therein mentioned ;” and for making 
further provifions for the better execut- 
ing the faid A&t;"—*‘ An A& to make 
perpetual an act paffed in the cleventh 
year of the reign of his prefent Majefty 
King George the Third, entitled, * An 
att for the relief of the poor ;"—‘* An 
Aé to continue an a¢t, entitled, “ Am 
aét to regulate the fSfhety in the river 
Schuylkill ;"—** An Aét to fufpend the 
carrying into execution the orders of the 
Governor and Council-for opening a cer- 
tain road in this province;"—"* An A& ° 
for the relicf of William Judd, John 
Gnions, Michael Jordan, and William 
Sanders, prifoners for debt in the goal of 
Philadelphia county, with refpeé to the 
imprifonment of their perfons ;"-—** An 
Aét for confirming the eftate of Andrew 
Herfhey in and to certain lands in the 
townthip of Donegal, in the county of 
Lancafter ;"—and, “ An Ad for the 
relief of Alexander Stewart, a prifoner 
for debt in the goal of Philadelphia 
county, with refpeét to the imprifonment 
of his perfon.” 

In confequence of a refolve of Congrefs 


for inktisuting Courts of Admiralty, 


which 
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which refolve is adopted by the Affem- 
bly, they have thereupon appointed the 
Hon George Rofs, Eiq; judge, Matthew 
Clarkfon, marihal, and Andrew Robin- 
fon, regifter, of the Court of Admiralty 
for this Province. 

The Houfe, upon the report of the 
Committee upon the petitions of the of- 
ficers and privates of the Military Aflo- 
ciation of this province, have adopted 
fandry alterations, propofed by the Com- 
mittee, in the Rules and Regulations 
for the better government of the faid 
Affociation.—The principal of thefe al- 
terations are as follow: 1. If any A‘lo- 
ciator, called into aétual fervice, thail 
Jeave a family not of ability to maintain 
themfelves in his abfence, the overfeers 
of the poor, with the concurrence of one 
juttice of the peace of the city or county 
where fuch Afflociator did refide, thall 
immediately make provifion, by way of 
out-penfion, for the maintenance of 
fuch families, at the expence of the pub- 
lic. 2. Every perfon, between the ages 
of fixteen and fifty years, not aflociating, 
is to pay three pounds ten hhillings, over 
and above the rates and aflefIments fet 
upon him by virtue of. the laws of this 


‘province: and every aflociator is to pay 


three fhillings and fix-pence for each of 
the days for exerciling, whereon he ab- 
fents himfelf, 3. Tie fines incurred by 
affociators for non-attendance, after de- 
ducting § per cent to the colleétors for 
their trouble, and 1 per cent to the coun- 
ty treafurers for their trouble, is to be 
appropriated in the following manner: 
x. ‘To the fupport and relief of fuch poor 
affociators, as being called out to aétual 
fervice, fhall be maimed or wounded 
therein. 2. For the fupport and relief 
of the widows and children of fuch poor 
affociators, as being called into aétual 
fervice, fhall be killed therein. 

April 6. The Houfe adjourned to 

‘Monday the twentieth of May next, at 
four o’clock in the afternoon. 
- Since the publication of the American 
prohibitory a¢t, the enemy has been very 
active, and made prizes of feveral of our 
vefleis: the Continental cruizes have 
alfo made fome valuable captures. 

Philadelphia, April 30. On the 27th of 
March laft, the New Conftitution agreed 
upon by the Provincial Congrefs of 
South-Carolina, by the approbation of 
the Continental Congrefs, was publithed 
at Charleftown in due form. The con- 
ftitution was read, and the commiffions 
of john Rutledge, Efq; Prefident and 
Commander in Chief,and HenryLaurens, 
itq; Vice-Prefident, of the colony, werg 


proclaimed amidft the fhouts of the ng. 
merous fpedtators, firing of field.pj 
and the cannon on board the provincial 
armed veffels. « 


i Bo. & 
MARRIAGES, 

At York, OE. Mr. Thomas, of the 
Yorkthire militia, fix feet two inches 
high, to Mifs Hannah Tonnich, of Clear. 
lam, three feet two inches high, with 
a fortune of 5200 /. 

April 9. At Princeton, New-J 
William Churchill Houfton, Efq; M.A 
profeflor of mathematics’ and natural 
philofop’ty in the college of New-Jerfey, 
to Miis Jenny Smith, daughter of the 
late rev. Caleb Smith of Newark; Ni 
Jerfey. 

BIRTHS. © 

March g. In Conneticut, a fon of Mr. 
Wakemen was baptized by the name of 
Charles Lee.—On the 24th, a fon of 
capt. Dimon, by the name of Richard 
Montgomery; and, a fon of Mr. Goodfl, 
by the name of John M‘Pherfon. 

DEATHS. 

O&. 20. At Rome, Cardinal York. 

Merch 22. At Portfimonth, in the 
93d year of her age, Mrs. Mary Hall, 
reli&t of Col. Wm. Hall. She had g chil- 
dren, 35 grand-children, 89 great-gramd 
children,and one great-great-grand-child. 

April 9. At New-York, Alexander 
Stewart, aged 9r. 

14. At Bethlehem, the rev. A- 
madeus Thrane, a native of Denmark. 

—— 22. New-York, in the 84th year 
of her age, Mifs Mary Marthall. , 

PREFERMENTS. 

The Hon. John ‘Thomas to bea Ma- 
jor General in the Continental army. ; 

S. Mayland, and W. Palfrey, Efqrs 
to be aid dé-camps to Gen. Wafhingten. 

Jothua Thomas to be aid-de-camp 
Major General Thoma3. 


NOTES to our CORRESPONDENTS. 

The following pieces are received, amd 
will be inferted in our next. 

The Druid, No L. 

The Oracle, a {tory from the Greek. 

An account of a remarkable fith. 

Method of tipening wort. 

A piece figned, Melchifedeck. And, 

A piece figned X. B. r 

At the fame time the following pocti- 
cal pieces will alfo have a place: 

Verfes addrefied tc Dr. Franklin, on 
his experiments and difcoveries in elec- 
tricity. And, 

A rebus. 


Some other pieces are under confide 
ration, 











